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What Will You 
Do With Lent? 


The season of Lent is brief. In 
a few short weeks the Lent of 
1931 will have passed into his- 
tory. You can IGNORE it, or 
ABUSE it, or USE it as a great 
spiritual opportunity. It is dis 
tinctly up to you. Nobody else 
can decide this for you. By self- vas) 
discipline you can make Lent an 
epoch in your life; growing in 
grace and in the knowledge and 
love of Him Who loved you and 
gave Himself for you. Will you 
do it? Primarily it is not a mat- 
ter of “giving something up.” 
That may be only a conventional 
pretence that you have. sacrificed 
something for Christ, when all 
the time you mean to “break 
training’ at Easter. As Dr. 
Chalmers well puts it, “We ought 
really to ‘take something on’ dur- 
ing Lent, something so big that 
unimportant things would have 
to get out of our lives.” That’s 
it! What big thing are you will- 
ing to “take on?” Could any- 
thing be more important than per- 
sonal work for Christ and the 
Church? Can Christ and the 
Church count on YOU? 
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Inscription at 


Mt. Vernon 


Washington, the brave, the wise, 
the good, 

Supreme in war, in council, and 
in peace. 

Valiant without ambition, dis 
creet without fear, confident 
without assumption. 

In disaster calm, in success mod- 
erate; in all, himself. 

The hero, the patriot, the Chris- 
tian. 

The father of nations, the friend 
of mankind, 

Who, when he had won all, re- 
nounced all, and sought in the 
bosom of his family and of na- 
ture, retirement, and in the 
hope of religion, immortality. 


OBORBOBNS 


THE LANSDOWNE PORTRAIT (from life) by GILBERT STUART 
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English Churches I Like 


By Caru J. WEBER 
VIII. STRATFORD AND STINSFORD 


When William Shakespeare died in 1616, up, which are so many that they would 
the suggestion was made that his body be loada great number of wagons.” Another 
buried in the Poets’ Corner of Westmin- visitor, who went to Stratford while the 
ster Abbey. William Basse, for example, American Revolution was going on, wrote: 
wrote: “At the side of the chancel is a charnel- 

{ 
THE CHURCH AT STINSFORD 
“Renowned Spenser, lie a thought more house, almost filled with human _ bones, 
nigh skulls, ete.” And in 1795 a third descrip- 

To learned Chaucer; and rare Beaumont, tion speaks of “the largest assemblage of 

lie human bones” ever seen! 


A little nearer Spenser, to make room 
For Shakespeare.” 


Ben Johnson, however, voiced the feeling 
that Shakespeare deserved a place all by 
himself. He wrote: 


“My Shakespeare. rise! 
thee by 
Chaucer, or Spenser, or bid Beaumont lie 
A little further, to make thee a room. 
Thou art a monument without a tomb.” 


I will not lodge 


So Shakespeare was buried in the chancel 
of the Collegiate Church of the Holy Trin- 
ity of Stratford-upon-Avon. This was, we 
may suppose, as Shakespeare himself would 
have it. There was only one reason for 
disturbance at the thought of burial in 
the Stratford Church. Its smallness made 
permanence of occupation of a grave al- 
most impossible. The old were being con- 
stantly displaced by the new. In the 
words of a young Oxford graduate who 
visited Stratford in 1694, “there is in this 
Church a place which they call the bone- 
house, a repository for all bones they dig 


ONE BOOK A WEEK 


A NEW BIOGRAPHY OF WHITEFIELD 


The great evangelists are a perennial 
source of interest. During the last three 
or four years there have been four biogra- 
phies of Moody, two or three of John 
Wesley and now we have a new and ex- 
haustive biography of Whitefield: “George 
Whitefield — the Awakener,” by Rey. Al- 
bert D. Belden (Cokesbury Press). Mr. 
Belden is the superintendent of “White- 
field’s,” London, and one of England’s out- 
standing preachers. The book bears the 
sub-title of “A Modern Study of the Evan- 
gelical Revival,’ and the Wesleys figure 
prominently throughout the book. It is 
here that the book differs from the stand- 
ard biographies of the great evangelist 
and moves out into a wider field. The book 
also contains thirty rare illustrations and 
they add greatly to the value of the book. 


That Shakespeare evidently shared the 
dislike of Sir Thomas Browne for this 
“tragical abomination of being knaved out 
of our graves,” is made clear to every one 
of the tens of thousands of annual visitors 
to the Stratford Church, who lean over the 
chancel rail and read the words on Shakes- 
peare’s tomb-stone: 


“Good friend, for Jesus’ sake forbear 
To dig the dust enclosed here; 

Blest be the man that spares these stones, 
And curst be he that moves my bones!” 


The threat has proved effective. The 
poet’s grave has never been disturbed. 
Three years ago when Thomas Hardy 
died, the suggestion was again made that 
burial take place in Poets’ Corner; and 
again it was urged that the Church in his 
native village was a more appropriate 
resting place. Finally a compromise was 
effected, and Hardy was buried in both 
places! His ashes were deposited next to 
those of Charles Dickens in the Abbey, but 
his heart was buried in the grave of the 
first Mrs. Hardy at Stinsford. Unlike 


This interesting volume falls naturally 
into four divisions. First, we have three 
chapters devoted to the boyhood and youth 
of Whitefield. Like the Wesleys, White- 
field was an Oxford man. Indeed, he found 
the Wesleys at Oxford when he went up 
to the University. They cordially weleom- 
ed him and soon made him a member of 
the famous “Holy Club,” the group which 
met daily for prayer and study of the 
Scriptures and in which “The Great Re- 
vival” had its origin. The contact with the 
Wesleys and the other members of the 
group had much to do with his spiritual 
awakening. At first he resisted the inner 
compulsion to take Holy Orders but the 
“call” was too strong to be resisted. The 
Lord had laid upon him and he could not 
escape Him. Soon we find him surpassing 
the Wesleys in the consciousness of Christ 
and he does as much for them in spiritual 
quickening as they had done for him. His 
first sermon, preached in his home town, 
Gloucester, was as marked with power and 
results as almost any that came after. The 
boy was evidently endued with power from 


Shakespeare, 
Church 


who was buried inside: the 


“Where through the long-drawn aisle and 
fretted vault 

The pealing anthem swells the note of 
praise,” 


Hardy’s heart was laid to rest 


“Beneath that yew-tree’s shade, 
Where heaves the turf in many a 
mould’ring heap.” 

And unlike Shakespeare’s grave, to which 
the world has made a _ beaten path, 
Thomas Hardy’s lies in a secluded spot, off 
the highway, and (at the time of my visit) 
entirely unmarked for the visitor, save for 
the name on the stone. 

Stinsford Church is Hardy’s old place of 
worship. Here as a boy he had sung in the 
choir. About this Church he had written 
one of his most delightful early books, 
“Under the Greenwood Tree.” And in his 
most famous novel, “Tess,” this old 
Church appears under the thin disguise of 
“Melistock”: “I can tell you to a foot 
where’s he a-lying in Mellstock Chureh- 
yard — just between the second yew-tree 
and the north aisle.” 

And now the heart of the man who wrote 
those words rests between the second yew- 
treet (at the left of the picture) and the 
north aisle in Stinsford Churchyard. The 
Church itself (the north side is shown in 
the picture) is a plain stone structure. Its 
square western tower is without spires, tur- 
rets, or gargoyles. And being 120 miles 
from London, it suggests far more than 
Stoke Poges “the cool sequestered vale” of 
lives lived “far from the madding crowd.” 


Within a few minutes’ walk of this 
spot Thomas Hardy was born, and 
within a few miles of it he died. In the 


years to come, the world cannot help mak- 
ing a beaten path to this spot. 

Hardy himself requested his readers to 
“come to his graveside, pause, and say: 


‘Whatever his message—glad or grim— 
Two bright-souled women clave to him;’” 


and modestly declared that that was “word 
enough of praise.” But no man who has 
given his heart so to the world will lack 
for praise and gratitude from those who 
come to his graveside. Stinsford Church, 
like the ‘Church at Stratford-on-Avon, is 
certain to become a familiar sight, and the 
quiet Churchyard there the goal of thou- 
sands of lovers of English literature. 


on high, and his fame was made right at 
the beginning. 


The second period begins with his visit 
to America, At twenty-two he had eap- 
tured London with his preaching and all 
England was clamoring for him, but let- 
ters from the Wesleys, then in America, 
awakened a desire to share in the work 
they were doing in the new world, and he 
sailed for America believing God had eall- 
ed him to labor there. He remained in 
America only a short time—making a 
great impression— when he returned to 
London. Then began the wonderful period 
of out-door preaching. The crowds swarm- 
ed about him wherever he preached and 
yielded themselves to his eloquence. Elo- 
quence is not the word. It was the very 
Spirit of God speaking through him, His 
gospel was that of “the new birth,” and 
soon, what with his preaching, and that 
of the Wesleys, England was in the throes 
of a great awakening. One cannot resist 
asking the question, at this point, of the— 


(Continued on page 23) 
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A PRAYER FROM THE PEW 


Real prayer is the sincere yearning of the heart and may 
very often be expressed in very few words. We may well 
think of it as “the soul’s sincere desire, uttered or unex- 
pressed.” 

It was on a recent Sunday morning, in one of our prin- 
cipal Churches, as we were sitting in a pew anxiously await- 
ing the time when the pastor would begin his sermon, that 
we were privileged to hear a faintly whispered prayer in 
our pew—the shortest and yet probably the most sincere 
and meaningful prayer we have ever heard. 

The criminal conduct of men, especially those possessing 
great wealth, and its effects upon the world, had been 
weighing heavily upon the pastor’s heart; and he had an- 
nounced that on this particular Sunday he would preach a 
sermon on the subject. The fact was mentioned in the daily 
papers, and on Sunday morning the great auditorium was 
filled to capacity. 

The well-appointed opening services, with the fine an- 
them by the choir, conspired to make it a fitting place for 
God’s Spirit to dwell. After the singing of the hymn be- 
-fore the sermon, there was a breathless silence in that great 
audience. The pastor has now left his seat and is standing 

-at the pulpit, casting one glance over the sea of upturned 
faces, as if he fully realized the need, just now, of divine 
help. 

It was at this moment that we were privileged (for it 

-was.a real privilege) to see an elderly saint reverently clasp 

his hands, slightly trembling with emotion, slowly bow his 
head, and in an audible whisper say: “Dear Father—iny 
dear pastor!” A loving Father heard and understood that 
prayer, for the aged saint was simply giving his dear pastor 
over into the hands of Him Who alone is the source of help. 
The answer seemed to have come at once, for such a ser- 
-mon as that man of God preached, that day, one is seldom 
privileged to hear. Who dares say that Divine help cannot 
come quickly! 

In closing this little story, we are just wondering what 
would happen in this sin-stricken world if all our preachers 
were equally soul-burdened and sincere in giving their best, 
and then each were to receive the benefit of a vital prayer 
from every member of his flock. Well, why not? 

AMP. 


SYMPATHETIC INTEREST 
I, 


There is no human power for good greater than Sym- 
pathetic Interest. It overcomes prejudice, wins confidence, 
opens the heart and prepares for the reception of the truth. 
Hence it should be cultivated and manifested by every 
Christian who desires to influence for good his fellow be- 
ings. How much more good might Church members do in 
behalf of each other, or for those who are outside of. the 
Church, if their sympathetic interest were exhibited in 
cases brought to their notice, or which came in any way 
under their observation This would help at least to solve 
many problems which are now pressing for solution. It 
would have a wonderful attraction for the children if it 
were exhibited by their teachers in the Church School and 
would almost invariably lead them to give themselves to the 
Savior. It would go far to remove the suspicion and jeal- 
ousy with which labor regards capital, and incite the rep- 
resentatives of both to the cultivation of kindly feelings. 
It would in some measure remove the barriers that are now 
piled up between the Church and the masses, if Church 
members generally would carry into the world day by day 
the spirit of Jesus, who was moved and wept over doomed 
Jerusalem, went about doing good, healing all manner of 
sickness and all manner of disease among the people, and 
when seeing the multitudes, was moved with compassion 
for them, because they fainted, and were as sheep having 
no ‘shepherd. How can men be won to Christ, if sym- 
pathetic interest is not manifested toward them by those 
who profess to be the followers of Christ? 


Il. 


Translate Talking into Doing. We need to have this in- 
sisted upon more and more in every phase of society, both 
religious and social. Much more good would be accom- 
plished both for the cause of humanity and of Christ if 
work would take the place of talk. Methods without num- 
ber have been advised and meetings and conferences large 
and small have been held to discuss the best means of reach- 
ing the masses with the Gospel, when the simple and only 
plan is to translate talking into doing, to go to them, and 
reveal to them the ever-living Jesus with a loving heart, 
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by a Christian life and in a prayerful spirit. “As ye go, 
preach’’—with Christlike lives. 
—HEnry C, SCHLUETER. 


Baltimore, Md. 
*k Ok OK 


WHEN IS OPTIMISM HEALTHY? 


Dr. Stanley L. Krebs of New York, who at one time 
was a pastor in our Church, but has in recent years been 
a- peripatetic lecturer, has been endeavoring to pump un- 
diluted optimism into the Rotarians in Johnstown, Pa., 
according to reports, and a local newspaper writer, evidently 
not deeply impressed by the lecture on “Swatting Pessi- 
mists,’ comments somewhat as follows: 


“When a public speaker does not have a great deal to 
say, he can always be pretty sure of getting by if he will 
wrap himself in the American flag—and holler. Dr. Krebs 
has this formula down pat. He has evolved a prosperity 
prescription. All it is necessary to do to live in an increas- 
ingly perfect world is to puncture pessimists. Indeed he 
holds that pessimism is treason, and from his general dis- 
course the inference is inevitable that a pessimist is one who 
cries: “Stop, stop! There’s danger ahead.” But the man 
who is justly alarmed is not a pessimist. He simply has 
his mental hat on straight. But, according to Dr. Krebs, 
optimism is the cure-all, and optimism consists in continu- 
ally crying that everything is all right. 

“According to him, any one who warns his neighbors that 
their course is likely to prove disastrous, any one who tells 
the bankers that they are breeding a panic, any one who 
tells the militarists that they are rushing the country into 
war, and any one who tells short-sighted billionaires that 
their policies, if continued, will breed revolution, is guilty 
of treason and should be reported to the proper authorities. 
Indeed, according to his own statement, Dr. Krebs is quite 
willing to do the reporting. It would be interesting some 
time if some one would read Dr. Krebs a history of some 
of the great pessimists of all time. If Dr. Krebs had been 
on the scene, Old Man Noah would have been slain with 
a stone ax. Noah said that he lived in the midst of a 
wicked generation, that the Almighty would punish the sins 
of the people, and that there was a great flood coming. 
There were plenty of men like Dr. Krebs in those days. 
They stood around and derided Old Pessimist Noah. What 
was the result? All the delightful optimists who were so 
sure there would never be any flood, perished when the 
fountains of the deep were broken up and the heavens 
poured forth their rain. . . 


“Dr. Krebs preaches the gospel that everything is always 
all right if people will just say so. He’s been singing his 
particular song for twenty years. Profound economist, as 
he himself admits, Dr. Krebs sounded no warning note 
at the time optimistic leaders were plunging the country 
into all forms of financial and business excesses. To pro- 
test would have been to be pessimistic. Dr. Krebs says 
that pessimism is a poison. So it is if it is foolish. But 
the man who bombards a battleship with cream puffs is as 
wise as the individual who attempts to halt human folly 
by praising it and telling the fool that he really is a smart 
man and that if he will just believe in his city, his county, 
his state, nothing would happen to him. Johnstown’s dis- 
tinguished visitor, who so delighted the Rotarians, is evi- 
dently an economic witch doctor.” 

We do not claim, of course, that Dr. Krebs is correctly 
quoted or infallibly interpreted by this somewhat caustic 
commentator, but we agree in the conclusion that, to make 
this old world safe for common sense, it is not enough to 
swat the pessimists; it will also be necessary to “gag a few 
of the more vocal optimists.” There are times when “Polly- 
anna stuff” tastes rather sour. There are tempers and 
tendencies in society today which should induce anything 
rather than an easy-going optimism. America needs re- 
pentance, confession and contrition far more in this time 
of stress than she needs soft-soaping. It may be more 
popular to “prophesy smooth things” than to sound gloomy 
warnings, but the faithful watchman on the walls of the 
city will do his duty. Some people seem to have the notion 
that America is not subject to the ancient laws of cause 
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and effect. You see the United States has always been 
able to find a way out of its difficulties; so they whistle to 
keep up their courage and try to believe that this past 
success proves our nation to be invincible and indestruc- 
tible. During these weeks of Lent it will be an undoubted 
blessing if we can cultivate a spirit of genuine humility in 
ourselves and others. There is a healthy optimism; but it 
is measured by the absence of pride and self sufficiency, 
and grows out of sincere faith in the love and power of 
God, Who can greatly use even such unworthy sinners as 
we have proved ourselves to be. 
ok * * 


A PLEA BY MR. WICKERSHAM 


“Tf the Russian Communistic State can turn its youth 
into fervid believers in a negation, cannot a Christian 
Church instill new vigor and enthusiasm into our youth by 
the affirmation of the love of God for man, as expressed 
in the life and death and teachings of His beloved Son? 
Here, then, is the challenge which the laity of the Church 
look upon the clergy to accept. May we not rely upon you 
to meet and discharge it?” This was the climax of an 
eloquent plea made at the Church Club of New York by 
Hon. George W. Wickersham, chairman of the President’s 
Commission on Law Enforcement, who is not only one of 
our foremost lawyers and the former Attorney General of 
the United States, but who is a devoted and influential 
Churchman and has rendered most useful service not only 
in his own denomination but in the work of the Federal 
Council of Churches. 

Mr. Wickersham is persuaded that all is not well in the 
Protestant situation today. “True, we are building beau- 
tiful cathedrals and churches as symbols of faith,” he says, 
“but the thing symbolized is in danger of perishing ere 
the material expression of it attains completion. ... On 
every hand we see the loosening hold of religion upon our 
social life; and there never has been a time when it was 
more necessary for the Church to examine its machinery 
and look closely to discover what possible improvement 
may be made in its organization than today.” 


In seeking at least a partial explanation of the lack of 
satisfactory spiritual results, Mr. Wickersham expresses 
this conviction: “We have been demanding too much of the 
clergy. We expect a Church rector to be at the same time 
pastor, preacher, social worker, and executive, as well as a 
good companion, and to be equally satisfactory in all these 
functions. It seems to me we have retained too long the 
traditional organization of the parish, with a rector respon- 
sible for all these things. I think we should have an organ- 
ized body of trained preachers, who might be called upon 
to relieve a weary rector, who, after a strenuous week of 
parochial work and struggles with his budget, must prepare 
sermons which not only will satisfy the intellectual require- 
ments of a blase congregation, but stimulate its members 
to active and sympathetic interest in the Church and its 
mission.” 


This idea, of course, is not new; but it has rarely been 
more forcibly expressed. | While, in other professional 
realms, “specialization” is the order of the day, the average 
minister is still expected to be a “Jack of all trades’, even 
though, as a consequence, he can become the master of 
none. When one considers the manifold duties of a Chris- 
tian minister in such times as these, the wonder is not that 
he falls short in meeting all his opportunities, but rather 
that he accomplishes so much under the handicaps imposed 
upon him in “serving tables.” In so far as the laity can 
protect their pastor from the necessity of devoting himself 
to a multitude of comparatively trivial parochial details and 
thus enable him to give himself more utterly to the spirit- 
ual leadership of his flock, they will be serving themselves 
as well as the Church and the ministry. 

* * * 


“RIDE ON! RIDE ON IN MAJESTY!” 


As our Memory Hymn for March, we want to study the 
best popular Palm Sunday hymn in the English language, 


which was first published in Bishop Heber’s volume of — — 


“Hymns” in 1827. Its author was the noted divine and 
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Church historian, Henry Hart Milman, professor of poetry 
at Oxford, where he preceded John Keble, the famous 
author of the Christian Year. Dr. Milman later became 
one in the succession of famous deans of St. Paul’s Cathe- 
dral, and wrote twelve hymns for Bishop Heber’s book. 


Writers on hymnology have said that there are very few, 
if any, more imposing and stirring hymns in our language 
than this majestic and stately song by Milman. Its spirit 
makes it peculiarly appropriate for the entire Lenten season, 
and its interpretation of the significance of the triumphal 
entry is as profound as the description is vivid. The 
humility and majesty of the Son of Man, who was also the 
Son of God, met on that eventful day in “lowly pomp.” 
Never has the significance of that strange and awe-inspiring 
event been more worthily described. We see here how the 
Master of the centuries, Who was so great that even the 
heaven of heavens could not contain Him, made Himself 
of no reputation and came to dwell with those who are of 
an humble and contrite heart. It will do us all good to 
live much with this Hymn during the month of March. 

* ed) Te 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN’S TRUST 


In these days of biographical scavengers when we are 
asked to doubt whether any of the great men of the past 
had a religion worth mentioning, it is not easy for many 
folks to keep a sense of proportion. Much of this is 
doubtless a reaction from the too enthusiastic efforts of 
partisans to gild the lily and to deify even the most com- 
monplace of our national heroes. It will be a sad day for 
us, however, if we are tempted to give up all our illusions, 
by magnifying the faults and minimizing the virtues of 
those to whom history owes so much. 

Among those who have been accused of all manner of 
heresies is the many-sided Benjamin Franklin. In view 
of the recent 225th anniversary of the birthday of this 
great American, one may express special interest in the 
recent acquisition by a Philadelphia firm of a letter which 
Franklin wrote to his sister, Jane Macom, which expresses 
a sentiment that may well be commended to the considera- 
tion of all thoughtful people, even to such intelligentsia 
and other super-egotists of our time as are able and willing 
to think: 

“Upon the whole,” Franklin wrote in part, “I am much 
disposed to like the world as I find it, and to doubt my own 
Judgment as to what would mend it. I see so much Wis- 
dom in what I understand of its Creation and Government, 
that I suspect equal Wisdom may be in what I do not 
understand ; and thence have perhaps as much Trust in God 
as the most pious Christian.” 

iar 


LINCOLN’S RELIGION 


We have just been examining a little book entitled, How 
Lincoln Prayed, by William J. Johnstone, published by the 
Abingdon Press. The author, who is pastor of Knox Pres- 
byterian Church, St. Paul, Minnesota, also wrote two books 
on Abraham Lincoln the Christian and George Washing- 
ton the Christian. In this later volume, Dr. Johnstone has 
gathered what he regards as absolutely authentic evidences 
of Mr. Lincoln’s “experiential prayer life.” It will be 
difficult even for confirmed cynics, disposed to regard such 
narratives as legendary and poetic sentimentalism, to con- 
fute all of the documentary evidences here supplied. It 
tells the story of an humble and devout man, weighed down 
by heavy burdens and awful sorrows, who turned to God 
in the darkest hours and leaned utterly on the Everlasting 
Arms. One comes away from such a book with a glow 
jn his soul and a song of praise in his heart. 

How different, alas, is such a book as Lincoln, the Man, 
in which Edgar Lee Masters paints a bitter, u ly, and ruth- 
less picture of a second-rate social pusher and chronic job- 
hunter, a weak-willed drifter, boorish, unclean, neurotic 
and superstitious. Masters actually professes to believe 
that Mr. Lincoln could have prevented the Civil War, an 
absurd perversion of history. He also charges the martyr 
President, so long regarded as “the greatest of Americans,” 
as primarily responsible for destroying the old Republic of 
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the fathers and leaving in its place a “plutocratic oligarchy 
hard to distinguish from the Roman.” 

Coarse and vulgar abuse was Mr. Lincoln’s portion while 
he lived, and it is not altogether surprising that long after 
his death occasional insects should continue to buzz around 
his grave. It is a thousand pities, of course, that we should 
be subjected to such attempts, made all too frequently, to 
bespatter the reputation of our greatest heroes and martyrs 
who, in the face of overwhelming difficulties, rendered so 
great a service to mankind, But it is not wise to blink 
the fact that we have among us those who delight in “break- 
ing down the altars of trust,” and in casting doubts upon 
all virtue, sincerity, and goodness. Such men do not deny 
that Mr. Lincoln prayed; they prefer to sneer at his motives 
and to cast suspicion upon the reality of his religion. A 
recent magazine article actually expresses doubt whether 
Theodore Roosevelt believed in God. Like Lincoln, he is 
not here to defend himself against the aspersion. 

Probably the most disgraceful comment upon the recent 
unfair caricature on the life and character of Abraham 
Lincoln is penned by that “High Priest of Smart Alecks,” 
Mr. H. L. Mencken, who says, “Lincoln’s most memor- 
able feat, perhaps, was his appointment of the Lord God 
Jehovah to the honorary chairmanship of the Republican 
National Committee. Lincoln himself was anything but a 
good Christian. But with the beginning of the war, he 
began to use pious phrases, and by the time he wrote the 
Emancipation Proclamation he had taken God into full 
partnership, and was writing like an Old Testament prophet. 
lt was soon manifest that this was a device of tremendous 
effectiveness, and all the other American Presidents have 
employed it ever since.” 

Such a statement does not prove anything against the 
Presidents who are thus charged with hypocrisy and dupli- 
city, but it may demonstrate that writers like Mencken and 
Masters are not an asset to the country, but rather a serious 
liability. 
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WHAT COMMANDER BOOTH SAID 


Certainly few people in America are in so good a posi- 
tion to know whether Prohibition has been a success or a 
failure as Evangeline Booth, the brilliant and eloquent 
Commander-in-Chief of the Salvation Army. The Mes- 
SENGER is rendering a real service to its readers when it 
publishes herewith the telegram sent by Commander Booth 
to President Hoover, commending him for his brave “dry 
stand”, in connection with the Wickersham report. In the 
face of so many conflicting views and opinions, exploited 
by a wet press, this is one of the judgments which we will 
do well to remember. The telegram is as follows: 

“On behalf of the Salvation Army, may I assure you of 
our whole-hearted and enthusiastic support in your cour- 
ageous decision to uphold the Constitution of the United 
States and the dignity of our laws by a resolute determina- 
tion to enforce the Eighteenth Amendment. In refusing to 
surrender the highest interests of this nation and her pres- 
tige among other nations to the clamor of a selfish minor- 
ity, you are maintaining the tradition for which Abraham 
Lincoln, the founder of the policy of Prohibition, laid down 
his life; and in the name of countless women and children 
I pray that God may uphold you in your magnificent con- 
flict with the forces of organized and defiant disorder. We 
of the Salvation Army have no choice but to make it clear 
that we will never haul down our flag at the bidding of 
bootleggers, bandits, and racketeers. It is for a better 
world, not for an underworld, that we are working. On 
this issue we recognize that there may be sincere differences 
of opinion, but our view is that whether in Sweden, Canada 
or any other country, there is no alternative and never has 
been any alternative to Prohibition except the saloon; and 
the saloon, however it is supposed to be conducted, will be 
as evil an influence in the future as it has always been every- 
where in the past. Under the political conditions which 
are so notorious in certain of our great cities, a proposal 
to open the flood-gates to the liquor traffic would be dis- 
astrous.” 

An active Churchman said the other day that he had been 
trying hard to find some excuse for espousing the wet side, 
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frankly confessing that he thought it would aid him poli- 
tically if he did so. But he declared he simply could not 
withstand such a testimony as this from Commander Booth. 
Say what you will about the lack of enforcement of our 
Prohibition laws, the Salvation Army folks know how 
greatly conditions have improved since the saloon has been 
made an outlaw, and they will never compromise in the fight 
against licensing this unholy traffic. 


* * * 
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THE PARABLE OF THE SOUR KROUT SUPPER 


There was a Deficit in the Church Treasury—and no 
money in sight because “the times were hard.” Yet bills 
had to be paid and so the astute men of the Consistory 
said, “Let us challenge the Aid Society to underwrite the 
debt.” And the women said, with misgivings, “We will; 
and it shall come to pass that we will hold a good old-fash- 
ioned Sour Krout Supper in the Church.” And they did 
that very thing. There were many meetings, much talk, 
and quite some committees. And they all Ww orked Zeal- 
ously, save those who never work because they are too busy 
finding fault with this, that, and the other person. 


And the Supper was a Grand Success. A small multi- 
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tude ate, for it was cheaper to pay 50 cents for all you can 
eat than to make a meal at home—to say nothing of the 
sociability during and after the meal. The sanctuary reeked 
to high heaven with the fumes of Boiled Rotten Cabbage, 
and the building rang with the Gay Laughter of the eaters. 
It was “just great”! The treasurer counted her receipts, 
deducted the expenses, and announced that they had cleared 
$147.93. The preacher received 15 lbs. of cold mashed 
potatoes, sundry pats of butter, 4 lbs. of mussy sugar and 
many odd pieces of cherry pie and apple tart. The supper 
was voted a financial success and the Deficit was wiped 
out. The Church was voted a Going Concern. 

Another story is now leaking through. It recounts 6 
lost spoons, 5 glasses broken, a cut glass nappy that has 
disappeared, a new pair of driver’s gloves lost, ruined 
table napery, a group of disgruntled butchers, bakers and 
grocers, a scrap between several members of the Society, a 
carpet ruined with grease spots, a ton of coal consumed 
to keep the Church warm during the feast, 39 tried and 
fretful women, and harsh Comparisons as to “‘who patron- 
ized us and who didn’t.” There are enough unclaimed odd 
pie-plates in the parsonage kitchen to stock a roadhouse. 

And the Penman moralizes thus with himself: If I could 


- scotch suppers for a period of five years, teaching our men 


and women to give once and adequately instead of twice 
and that in the form of barter, I’d solve the deficit problem 
for all time. There would be a balance in the Lord’s treas- 
ury; and, what is much better, Peace of Mind and Self- 
respect for the Church. But, next year it will be a cafe- 
teria meal. Church finances are certainly a Mess! 


THE REv. 


Loyalty is one of the greatest words of 
our mother tongue, and nowhere is it so 
meaningful and suggestive as in the region 
of the spiritual life. By derivation the 
word is vitally associated with the word 
Law, but law mellowed with grace. It 
means obedience, not compelled but volun- 
tary and happy—the result of an inner 
pressure urging us toward some high and 
worthy objective. 

When. we associate Loyalty with Lent 
we are doing more than inventing a play 
upon words. In a Christian sense the two 
are inseparable. Throughout the whole 
history of the medieval Church, and with 
abnost unbroken continuity through the 
centuries of Reformed Church history, 
Lent has been a season and discipline of 
growing and abiding significance. It has 
meant, and continues to mean, a season of 
spiritual inventory, of self-denial and the 
attempt on the part of serious-minded 
Christian men and women to find and 
cleanse the inner depths of their own souls 
and to appear more pleasing before God 
the Father. At this season, therefore, it is 
both natural and good that we should re- 
define and réaffirm just what Christian 
Loyalty means and involves. To what and 
to whom must the Christian be loyal? 

Well, for one thing he must be loyal to 
the Church. The Church is more than an 
organization. It is more than an institu- 
tion. The Church is the Bride of Christ. 
It is the social manifestation of the King- 
dom of God. It is the home of the soul, 
the treasure-house of priceless memories 
and blessings, and the power-house of the 
spiritual life. It is a divine organization 
and organism—divine in its origin, its pur- 
pose and its goal. When men speak of 


being Christian without the Church, they 
are usually talking sheer nonsense. When 


they pose as disciples of Jesus, but ignore 
the Church which He founded and in which 
He lives and works today, they are seek- 
ing to avoid something deep, critical and 
far-reaching. Of course, there are multi- 
tudes of honest, respectable and sometimes 
winsome men outside the Church, but this 
fact proves nothing. The Church is not a 
community. of spotless saints or of men and 
women who are trying to be better than 


Lent and Loyalty 


their neighbors. The Church is a commu- 
nity and communion of men and women 
who have caught a vision, who have heard 
a voice, and who are trying to be better 
than themselves. Lent offers an appropri- 
ate season in which to deepen, strengthen 
and expand our loyalty to the Church. 

It would seem obvious to an evangelical 
Christian that Lent should imply an in- 
creasing loyalty to the spiritual authority 
of the Scriptures. The Bible is the record 
of God’s attempt to make Himself under- 
stood and of man’s attempt to understand. 
It is the story of Divine love reaching 
down and of human aspiration reaching 
up. As a consequence, the Bible is an es- 
sential both as a source of knowledge and 
of inspiration. Our supreme need today 
is not of Christians who will “defend” the 
Bible, but of Christians who will take the 
pains to understand the Bible, and in word 
and deed demonstrate the glorious reali- 
ties of its value and vision. 

Crowning all, Lent should mean a sea- 
son for renewed and sacrificial loyalty to 
Jesus Christ. In this season we should 
look more toward the altar than toward 
the pulpit and should seek by penitence 
what we have failed to find through pru- 
dence. Loyalty to Jesus Christ, His Per- 
son, His purpose and His ideals—this is 
Christianity. Anything other or less than 
this is an unworthy and impotent substi- 
tute for the greatest fact and factor in 
the universe. And this implies more than 
the salvation of individual souls—funda- 
mental and necessary as that always is. It 
involves the redemption of the whole of 
our paganized, mechanized social order. It 
involves Christianizing society in all its 
relationships. It involves the emancipa- 
tion of society from the spirit and reign 
of anti-Christ, which is all too prevalent 
in our political, educational and economic 
life. From a negative point of view, it 
involves the firm and speedy elimination 
of economic exploitation, racial rancor, 
selfish nationalism, social castes, organized 
vice, putrid entertainment, and war—of all 


the forces that conspire to make the ideals | 


of Jesus seem impractical, to becloud spir- 
itual vision, and to deny the Lordship of 
Christ in the earth. From a positive point 
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of view, Lenten Loyalty should issue in 
the assurance of sins forgiven, in conflict- 
ing loyalties redeemed to oneness of pur- 
pose, in a widening horizon of spiritual 
vision and missionary interest, in sacrificial 
benevolence and the willingness and abil- 
ity to share the spirit and purpose of 
Jesus with the whole of the human race. 


Let it not be forgotten, however, that to 
achieve these blessed ends, either as an 
individual or as a society of disciples, is 
not an easy matter. Christianity is the 
religion of moral and spiritual heroes and 
pioneers. The Cross stands at the centre 
of our pathway, and it will turn aside for 
no man’s advance. “He that doth not take 
up his cross and follow after Me,’ whis- 
pers the Lord of Life, “is not worthy of 
Me.” Loyalty to Christ is neither cheap 
nor easy. It implies every experience of 
the potential office and the purity and 
strength which issue from sincere confes- 
sion and adoration, The end of the way is 
beautiful and rewarding beyond all words; 
but the way itself is straight, narrow and 
difficult. The goal is a Garden, a dawn, a 
risen and glorified Savior before Whose 
triumphant presence the age and the ages 
are illuminated with deathlessness; but the 
way itself is the Via Dolorosa. 


The Christian who understands that hu- 
mility of spirit is the beginning of spir- 
itual knowledge and who would achieve a 
finer and fairer soul both for himself and 
for society, will use the Lenten season to 
purge and purify his world-stained spirit 
and to dye it with the deep and fast colors 
of the Christ. What he shall see and feel 
and know on Easter morning will be large- 
ly dependent upon what he does with his 
own soul during these Lenten days. 


“The hands of Christ 
Seem very frail, 

For they were broken 
By a nail. 


But only they reach 

Heaven at last 
Whom these frail, broken 5 
Hands hold fast.” 


Abbey Church, Huntingdon, Pa. tex 
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The season of Lent is designed, above 
all else, to give us spiritual strength; to 
strengthen us to meet and to resist temp- 
tations. Our Saviour has shown us both 
by example and by teaching, how to be- 
come strong to gain the victory when temp- 
tations assail us. He spent the 40 days 
in the wilderness in prayer and fasting. 
When His disciples failed to cast the evil 
spirit out of the lad, and asked Him why 
they had failed, He told them, “This kind 
can come out by nothing, save by prayer 
and fasting.” True, the revised text omits 
the words “and fasting,” just as many 
present day disciples of the same Lord 
and Saviour omit the act of fasting. We 
are told that many of the ancient Greek 
manuscripts included “and fasting” in their 
original texts. We are also told that many 
ancient Christians included the act of fast- 
ing in their discipline. We know that our 
Saviour found both prayer and fasting 
helpful in preparing Him to meet the 
temptation in the wilderness. 

No matter how much we may try, we 
cannot escape the tempter. Our Lord 
Jesus could not escape him, neither can we. 
From our earliest years on through life we 


meet temptations in most unexpected 
places, and have unexpected battles to 
wage. So often we are called upon to fight 


temptations when we are least prepared to 
meet them. Is it not our experience that 
when the tempter finds us “sleeping at the 
switch,’ and knows our unpreparedness, 
then he seems to make his most wicked 
attacks? 


Temptations do not always walk around 
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A Lenten Meditation 


By the Rev. AMBrose M. Scumipt, D.D. 


roaring like lions. Very often their softly 
cushioned feet are not heard. Sometimes 
voices are heard speaking to us in words 
that sound golden and with arguments that 
appear—please note, appear—to he unan- 
swerable. No man sins because of the fact 
of temptation, but the sin is wrought when 
he yields to the temptation. 


It becomes a thrilling experience when 
a young man or a young woman faces for 


THROUGH DEATH TO LIFE 


(A Hymn written at the age of 81 by 
the Rev. Amos Casselman) 


O grave, where is thy victory? 
O death, where is thy sting? 

Today the old Apostle’s cry 
Continues still to ring. 


The conflict goes on, age to age, 
Among our kith and kin; 


For everyone must pay the wage, 
And all because of sin. 


Though death the victor seems to be, 
The body ‘neath the sod, 

’Tis only then the soul’s set free 
To meet our loving God. 


For death is never what it seems, 
The end of all and dark; 

Eternal life upon us gleams 
When we from earth embark. 
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the first time great opportunities in life. 
It should be a still more thrilling expe- 
rience for them to know that they are pre- 
pared to meet them, to enter life’s work 
shop prepared for worthy service. That 
means a strong manhood or womanhood, 
with life centered in Jesus Christ, girded 
and equipped to meet the temptations that 
assail along life’s pathway, confident in 
strength to overcome. 

Prayer aids us in bringing our wills in 
to harmony with the Father’s will. Prayer 
leads us away from the din of a noisy 
world and helps us to hear the voice of the 
Spirit within, Who counsels and encour- 
ages us in our quest for the things that 
will abide with us forever. Prayer is our 
pathway to a peace that passeth all under- 
standing. 

Fasting is not necessarily a prescribed 
form of diet—but rather a denial of self, 
a discipline of self. A fasting that will 
help us to hold our passions and desires in 
subjection, and at the same time will make 
place for the growth, the enlargement of 
spiritual fruits; fruits which will unfold 
With greater beauty and perfection in our 
hearts and minds. 

During this season of Lent, let us learn 
to say with an emphasis that cannot be 
mistaken, “Get thee behind me, Satan.” 
Let us stand like brave soldiers, immoy- 
able. Let us face the tempter and the 
temptation altogether unafraid. Let us 
fight the good fight in Christ’s Name and 
in His strength, and ours shall be the 
victory. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


Anti-Color Bar Council for Britain 


“One of the first pieces of work we can 
do is to draw up a ‘white list’ of hotels 
and boarding. houses where visitors and 
students of color can obtain accommoda- 
tion in London,” stated Mr. John P. 
Fletcher at a meeting at Friends House, 
Euston Road, London, at which it was de- 
cided to form a Joint Council to Promote 
Understanding between White and Colored 
People in Great Britain. The decision was 
taken as the outcome of a conference con- 
vened last year by the Society of Friends 
to consider the growth of racial diserimi- 
nation in Great Britain. 

Among those who supported the proposal 
for the formation of the Council was Miss 
Maude Royden, Mr. James Aiman, of the 
Indian Y. M. C. A. Hostel in London, Mr. 
Warren Scott, an American Negro uni- 
versity graduate, who is now a Student 
Movement secretary in England, Dr. Har- 
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old Moody, the well known West Indian, 
who is a popular doctor in Peckham, and 
a welcome speaker among the Congrega- 
tional Churches, and Mr. Michael Frank- 
lin, a Liberal Jew and grandson of the 
first Lord Swaythling. 

It was stated that the aim of the com- 
mittee would be to work quietly, and that 
it would be mainly occupied in taking up 
individual cases of discrimination. This 
had already been done by a temporary com- 
mittee with success in the case of a Negro 
student against whom a Toc H official had 
exercised discrimination, while the case of 
an American Negro woman graduate whom 
two Quaker ladies were not allowed to 
entertain at their Bloomsbury hotel had 
also received attention. There was scope 
for work to obtain opportunities for men 
and women of color to secure posts in hos- 
pitals, while a small piece of work which 


might receive attention was the encourage- 
ment of editors to follow the example of 
many of the leading papers in U.S. A. and 
print the word “Negro” with a capital let- 
ter. The matter of prestige was involved. 

It appeared from what was said by some 
of the speakers that though discrimination 
when it occurred was mostly exercised 
against individuals of the African race and 
descent, that Indians suffered severely also, 
and in many cases their feelings of friend- 
ship towards Britain were turned to bitter- 
ness. 

Aniong the members of the executive 
committee that was formed were Mr. James 
Barbour James, of British Guiana, Dr. 
Harold Moody, Mr. H. S. L. Polak, the old 
friend of Mr. Gandhi, Mr. William F. 
Nicholson, Secretary of the Society of 
Friends, and Mr. Charles Roden Buxton, 
M.P. 


Trans-Atlantic Echoes 


Cardinal MaeRory, of Armagh, has been 
denouncing the~ British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration for becoming the vehicle of “anti- 
Christian. propaganda” and spreading “¢ 
pagan gospel.” He was referring to the 
recent series of talks on “Science and 
Religion” in which several eminent s¢l- 
entists as well as religious leaders took 
part. The Anglican Bishops of the Prov- 
inee of Canterbury haye expressed a very 
- different view. In discussing the subject 
in convocation Bishop Barnes declared that 
jt would be fatal to the best interests of 
religion if those who accepted the Chris- 
tian standpoint were given a free hand 
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while others were either suppressed or 
heavily censored. Some of the most valu- 
able work done by the B. B. C. had been 
the arranging of lectures on controversial 
topics, many of which were concerned with 
religious difficulties. Bishop White-Thom- 
son, commenting on the religious services 
sent over the radio, remarked that the 
habit of family prayers, having gone out 
of fashion in one way, had now come back 
in another. Both Houses of Convocation 
passed a resolution of grateful apprecia- 
tion of the service rendered by the B. B. 
C. in giving religion its due place in the 
program. They also advised clergy, lay 
. 


readers and choir trainers to observe the 
high standard of preaching, reading and 
singing attained in broadcast services. 


Religion and Healing 


Another sign of the times was a resolu- 
tion on the subject of healing, passed by 
the Lower House of Convocation with only 
three dissentients. The archbishop is 
therein asked to appoint a committee to 
draw up a provincial service for unction 
and imposition of hands on the sick. The 
compilers of this form should have regard 
both to ancient precedent and to what 
modern pastoral experience and thera- 
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peutic psychology have to teach. Further, 
they should recognize the needs of mental 
and nervous sufferers, as well as of the 
physically infirm. Prebendary Harris, the 
proposer of the resolution, said there was 
not the slightest idea of bringing back any 
sort of medieval ideas associated with ex- 
treme unction and other errors, He point- 
ed out that the primitive rites of anointing 
and laying hands upon the sick with a 
view to their recovery were at present in 
extensive use, for the most part with 
episcopal approval, but the helplessness, 
doubt and difficulty of the parochial clergy 
on the subject were quite pathetic. Canon 
King declared that it was positively heart- 
breaking to feel that there was this tre- 
mendous power locked up in the Church 
which could not be brought into general 
use unless it was given some official recog- 
nition in the form of an office. He added 
that there was powerful opposition to it in 
the medical profession, but another speak- 
er disagreed with him, asserting that doc- 
tors were realizing more and more the ne- 
cessity of a spiritual agency in their work. 


Notes and News 


Some attention has been attracted by a 
proposal, originating with an official of the 
Church of Scotland, that the Reformed 
Churches of the world should hold an inter- 
national council on the lines of the Lam- 
beth Conference. . . Arrangements are 
being made for a World Conference on 
Christian Stewardship to be held in Edin- 
burgh in June at the Old Assembly Hall 
of the Church of Scotland. . . George 
Lansbury, a member of the Cabinet, is 
heading “The Christian Socialist Crusade,” 
a new organization which will hold, in all 
the industrial centres, a series of meetings 
to advocate Christian Socialism. . . . 
Initiated by the Society of Friends, there 
has been formed a council “to promote 
understanding between white and colored 
people in Great Britain.” One of its first 
activities will be to draw up a “white list” 
of hotels and boarding houses where people 
of color may stay. Premises have 
been secured, in Ave Maria Lane under 
the shadow of St. Paul’s Cathedral, for 
new headquarters for the C. E. movement 
in Great Britain. . The appointment 
of the new Bishop of Worcester has been 
delayed by the difficulty of finding a suit- 
able man who was able and willing to meet 
the cost of keeping up Hartlebury Castle, 
the bishop’s residence. The post has final- 
ly been accepted by Dr. A. W. T. Per- 
owne, Bishop of Bradford, son of a former 
Bishop of Worcester. This is said to be 
the first time for 300 years that a son has 
become head of the same diocese as his 
father. . . Canon Saunders, of Carlisle, 
has led a successful opposition to the hold- 
ing of a beauty contest in connection with 
a local charity carnival. . . In conneec- 
tion with the London Youth Evangelistic 
Campaign, Gipsy Smith has been conduct- 
ing a ten days’ mission at Spurgeon’s 
Tabernacle. 


CHUL. 


WHY NOT LET CHRISTIANITY 
DO FOR US WHAT IT WANTS 
TO DO? 


Would it not be pleasant if every- 
body treated us as we want to be 
treated? It would be great if we 
did the same to others. 

That would be practical 
tianity. 

Prison cells would be empty, there 
would be no criminal courts, no need 
for policemen on every street. The 
tax rate would be cutin half. Locks 
could be removed from safes. Half 
the laws could be taken from the 
books. 

Instead we waste millions of dol- 
lars annually. 

That is what Christianity is trying 
to save. Much has already been 
done. We can soon finish the job if 
everybody helps. Where do you 
stand on this question? 

It is just as much an economic as 
a spiritual matter. 

By not being practical Christians 
we are piling up trouble, misery, ex- 
pense and unhappiness for ourselves. 
And we are leaving it as a legacy 
for our children. 

It is an individual matter. Our 
example influences others for good or 
bad. What right have you to cause 
your neighbor to be unhappy? Why 
should he bring misery to your home? 

Christianity will solve this ques- 
tion, and everybody who is not help- 
ing is hindering. It is so easy that 
it is astonishing that it is not uni- 
versal. 

Why? Because we are not doing 
the right kind of thinking. 

Christianity is merely the Golden 
Rule put into daily practice. It puts 
first things first. Everything else 
follows and it is about time that 
everybody becomes a follower. 

Churches are the headquarters of 
this great rule. Every service every 
Sunday is a reminder. We wind a 
watch to keep it going. 

Let the Church wind up your con- 
science tomorrow, for it is the main- 
spring of Christianity, the greatest 
dividend payer the world has ever 
known.—Reading, (Pa.) “Eagle.” 


Chris- 


Obiter Dicta 


“What think ye of Christ?” is still a 
question of the most vital importance, says 
Principal Selbie; but it can never be an- 
swered in historical or intellectual terms 
alone. It is a matter of experience and 
sometimes even of experiment, . . . “The 
real source and inspiration of democracy,” 
declares the “Methodist Recorder,’ “is in 
the assertion of the Gospel that all men 
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and women are potentially the children of 
God and are therefore of infinite value in 
His sight.” . . John Buchan condemns 
the school of modern fiction which refuses 
to pass moral judgments on anything or 
anybody, and commends the great Vic- 
torian novelists for their clearness of 
moral outline. They realize that all of us 
are a compost of good and bad, but that 
the orientation of certain men and women 
is as clearly towards evil as that of the 
others is towards good, and they do not 
scruple to say so. - The Rev. A. E. 
Whitham notes that the term “peculiar 
people” is not popular today. “Neverthe- 
less,’ he adds, “until we have recovered 
the precious meaning of that term we shall 
never be normal Christians.” . “We 
may not have as many in Church as we 
would like,” remarks the Rev. F. Y. Leg- 
gatt, “but we have more than could be got 
to a meeting on any other subject that 
was organized to meet regularly twice a 
week.” . . “Primarily,” says the Rev. 
J. C. Hardwick, “the saint is not a man of 
ideas but a man of experience, and his 
experiences are so vivid as to knock the 
bottom out of most of our theories.” 


New Books in England 


In “The Lambeth Series” (Nisbet), edit- 
ed by Bishop David, various distinguished 
Churchmen will discuss the application of 
Christianity to modern life. The first vol- 
ume will be “The Faith and Witness of the 
Church in this Generation,’ by Bishop 
Woods. . . . Dr. Kenneth E. Kirk’s Bamp- 
ton Lectures for 1928 are now published 
by Longmans under the title “The Vision 
of God.” . . A forthcoming edition to 
“Everyman’s Library” will be “The Auto- 
biography of Richard Baxter,’ edited, 
with notes and an introduction, by the 
Rev. J. M. Lloyd Thomas. . . . “A Group 
Speaks” (Epworth Press) records the ex- 
periences of a number of undergraduates 
associated with a group movement at Cam- 
bridge. . . . Dr. Ronald ©. MacFie’s 
“Science Rediscovers God” (Clark) is a 
study of the theology of modern science 
by an eminent medical man. . . Canon 
Peter Green’s forthcoming volume, “The 
Problem of Right Conduct” (Longmans), 
will be an attempt to answer, on Chris- 
tian principles, the question “Why may I 
not do as I choose?” . . . The Rev. E. R. 
Gribble’s “Forty Years with the Abori- 
gines” (Australian Book Co.) is a record 
of mission work among Australian black- 
fellows. . . . A volume will appear shortly 
containing important studies by the late 
Prof. A. S. Peake on Paulinism and the 
religion of Israel. . . . The sales of Hugh 
Redwood’s “God in the Slums” now ex- 
ceed 13,000. . . . The National Book Coun- 
cil is arranging with representatives of the 
various Churches for a Religious Book 
Week, to be held in October. This will 
inelude special displays of religious books 
together with extensive publicity and 
propaganda in many forms, : 


Wanted! A Christianized Newspaper 


The following does not apply to all news- 
papers in the United States, but to a 
larger or less degree to many of our 
dailies. 

Once a week our Sunday Schools devote 
about one and a half hours to teaching our 
boys and girls sound morals and interest 
in the better things of life. Seven days 
of the week many of our newspapers— 
while also having much good in their pages 
—tell our young people more or less of the 
rotten things of life. Details are spread 
before them which constitute a definite in- 
struction as to how to commite crime. 
They are more or less familiarized with 
debasing things, domestic slush, infideli- 
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ties, murders, banditry. The general situ- 
ation would indicate that one day of right- 
eous instruction in our Sunday Schools is 
often more than neutralized by the bad 
stories daily placed before these children. 

Unquestionably decent parents — and 
there are millions of them in this country 
hardly know what to do under such eir- 
cumstances. Newspapers are a necessity. 
So these parents of the finer type are com- 
pelled to take the chances that their chil- 
dren may be contaminated; and it is not 
unlikely that older people also may un- 
wittingly have their own mental and spir- 
itual outlook dulled thereby. 

Criminals, bandits, murderers, partici- 


pants in illicit love affairs, youngsters who 
for a dare or under the influence of a lit- 
tle alcohol run away and get married, and 
soon want a divorce, are honored with gen- 
erous headlines, publicity and pictorial 
space. Clean-living citizens, who consti- 
tute the vast majority of our people, are 
practically insulted every day when they 
are compelled to face accounts of the dis- 
reputable doings of the underworld or the 
lower classes of society. 

Such newspapers, when stressing the ac- 
tions of wrongdoers, bring their own com- 
munities into disrepute. They tend to cre- 
ate unfavorable or false impressions else- 
where as to the respectable character 
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of the very large proportion of their own 
populations, and are a distinct source of 
moral and financial loss to the taxpayers 
they attempt to serve. 


The damage goes beyond the area of 
the United States—international goodwill 
suffers, In many trips abroad I have seen 
how some foreign writers and newspapers, 
anxious to appear patriotic in their own 
countries, lay hold of our glowing news- 
paper stories of crime—just as they lay 
hold of the vile movies originating in the 
United States—to prove that we are a bad 
nation and infinitely worse than we really 
are. Here is their opportunity to discredit 
or ridicule us, and they do so. Thus a por- 
tion of the American press, while boasting 
of its patriotism, is to a large extent bring- 
ing undeserved contempt upon us abroad, 
and in this way is contributing an unpa- 
triotie service to the United States. 
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Do the owners of such publications, or 
the editors who generally follow the dic- 
tates of the owners, understand the wrong 
they are doing to the civic life of Amer- 
ica, and the scorn they bring upon America 
abroad? Is it for dollars they do this? 

Why should not our overwhelmingly 
reputable citizenship, including the mil- 
lions within our Churches, unite to meet 
the demoralizing influences which threaten 
the vitality of our religion, the perpetuity 
of our best national life? 

A new generation is with us which 
knows very little about war or alcoholics. 
While many metropolitan journals are 
craftily or openly—generally one-sidedly— 
attacking Prohibition a great metropoli- 
tan, clean-reporting, Christianized daily, 
telling the truth and educating as to Prohi- 
bition, is a tremendous necessity of the 
present time. There is one great news- 
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paper in the United States which expatri- 
ates stories of crime and emphasizes pur- 
ity and light. More are needed. Our 
Church people, who long to protect their 
homes, have the spiritual concept, can se- 
cure the money, the brains, the professional 
skill to launch and maintain such a pro- 
ject. A wide area from one of our great 
cities could be served—a chain, of such 
Christianized newspapers is very possible. 
Millions of decent people, who now are 
helpless, would welcome such a change, 

Let Church leaders who read this, what- 
soever their denominational affiliations may 
be, forward from their local organizations 
definite resolutions and requests to their 
annual assemblies, etc., asking that ac- 
tion be taken and, if necessary, denomina- 
tional co-operation be applied to this fun- 
damental need of the hour, 


Denver, Colo. 


Organized Religion Faces Unemployment 


(Report of Rev. Cuartes D. Rocket and Dr. J. FRANKLIN MEYER, delegates of the Social Service Commis- 
sion of the Reformed Church to the Washington Conference on “Permanent Preventives of Unemployment’) 


For two days, January 26-27, representa- 
tives from the Catholic, Jewish and Pro- 
testant Churches weighed our present eco- 
nomic system in the scale of justice and 
human welfare, and found it wanting. The 
Conference on “Permanent Preventives of 
Unemployment” which met in Washington, 
D. C., was called by the leaders of organ- 
ized religion “to focus the conscience of 
the Nation” on unemployment. The out- 
standing revelation of the conference was 
the fact that Jews, Catholics and Protes- 
tants could see eye to eye when they faced 
the defects of our present economic order 
and attempted to apply the principles of 
prophetic religion to them. 

On the other hand it revealed the fact 
that the employers in industry, as repre- 
sented by the president of the National 
Association of Manufacturers, are opposed 
to the Church taking an interest in eco- 
nomic matters and will resist the applica- 
tion of religious principles to the conduct 
of our economic order. It was made clear 
to the conference that they would resist 
any changes in our economic system that 
would be necessary to bring it into har- 
mony with the ethical, social and moral 
principles held by the Catholics, Jews and 
Protestants alike. Dr. John R. Commons, 
of the University of Wisconsin, made the 
charge, based upon statements made to 
him personally by members of the Na- 
tional Association of Manufacturers, that 
the employers do not want unemployment 
eliminated because they use it to keep 
wages where they want them. Nor did 
the president of the National Association 
of Manufacturers, who succeeded Dr. Com- 
mons, take the time to deny this charge. 
Here is a challenge that the Church can- 
not overlook, nor dare the Church fail to 
accept it. 

The conference faced the situation with 
courage and insight, and if there are any 
who are afraid that the forces of organ- 
ized religion will fail to take note of the 
challenge thrown down to them by the 
employers they should have seen the reac- 
tion to the speech by the president of the 
National Association of Manufacturers. 

Mr. Edwin S. Smith, personal assistant 
to Mr. A. Lincoln Filene, of the Filene 
Stores in Boston, Mass., pointed out that 
the employer can do a great deal to elimi- 
nate unemployment. The problem, how- 
ever, must be attacked along the whole 
industrial front if unemployment is to be 
appreciably reduced. The employer must 
feel a larger responsibility to eliminate 
this evil of our economic system than he 
has yet shown. There has been too strong 
a tendency to assure profits by laying off 
workers; but in the end this method 
jeopardizes profits as well as wages and 


the employer gains very little. It must 
be made unprofitable for the employer to 
lay off his workers before unemployment 
will be much reduced. There is little hope 
of reducing unemployment through private 
initiative. Individual experiments in un- 
employment elimination are not enough 
since the most enlightened employers will 
be unfairly penalized by the more un- 
scrupulous competitors. Some kind of com- 
pulsion will be found necessary to compel 
all employers to insure the worker against 
unemployment. 

Mr. Fred Hoehler, director of Public 
Welfare in Cincinnati, Ohio, spoke of the 
part municipal governments can play by 
co-operating with industry to stabilize em- 
ployment. The fear of unemployment is a 
serious drain upon the morale of the na- 
tion. A public system of employment ex- 
changes is sorely needed and governments 
should plan in advance for public construe- 
tion so as to be prepared to retard or speed 
up construction according to the conditions 
of employment in order that there might 
be no competition between the government 
and private employers for labor. The gov- 
ernments could take up the slack in depres- 
sions and eliminate the competition with 
private employers in busy times. 

“The International Aspects of the Prob- 
lem” were presented by Mr. Leifur Mag- 
nusson, director of the Washington Branch 
of the International Labor Office. Since 
the World War all the nations of the world 
have been drifting toward unemployment 
and its shadow hangs over every country 
of the world. The United States and 
France were the last two countries to go 
down. The dislocation of markets caused 
by the World War and the industrializa- 
tion of nations that heretofore depended 
upon the industrial nations for their prod- 
ucts have brought about the present world- 
wide unemployment. Competition undercuts 
all the nations and brings disaster to the 
nation that undercuts and all go down to 
ruin together. There must be a more in- 
telligent planning of the business and in- 
dustry of the world if we are to survive. 

The idea that cyclical depressions follow 
some law that operates with the same un- 
deviating precision of natural law can no 
longer be maintained. Depressions, with 
all their accompanying misery and suffer- 
ing, can be controlled by intelligent plan- 
ning, William T. Foster, of the Pollak 
Foundation, of Newton, Mass., maintained. 
The large withdrawals of money from cir- 
culation, which caused the stock crash in 
1929, were not the work of the wage earn- 
ers but of the stock owners whose divi- 
dends have not stopped. The resulting fall 
of nine billion dollars in wages cannot be 
corrected by any “buy now” campaigns, 


The problem confronting our economic or- 
der is not the need of focusing the con- 
science of the nation upon unemployment, 
but the application of more brains to the 
planning of our economie processes. Be- 
cause we do not plan our industry intelli- 
gently we waste twenty billion dollars a 
year in possible wealth. In 1928 our pro- 
duction rose to 105% above normal, and 
in 1930 it dropped to 30% below normal. 
It is this enormous fluctuation that re- 
sults in* the staggering loss of twenty bil- 
lion dollars in the nation’s wealth. 


Mr. John P. Frey, secretary-treasurer of 
the Metal Trades Department of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, said high wages 
increased employment and low wages re- 
duced it. Wages should increase in propor- 
tion as labor and machines increase wealth. 
This has not been the case and the result 
is that we are suffering not from over- 
production but from the inability of the 
worker to consume a sufficiently large per- 
centage of what he has produced to keep 
factories running. Machines have removed 
millions of workers who have not been 
absorbed into other industries and this 
idleness shut off their consumption of the 
very goods that would have kept factories 
in operation. In the future we must ex- 
pect a decreasing number of workers em- 
ployed in any given industry. Hence the 
hours of labor must be very much reduced 
to give the workers a sufficient amount of 
employment to restore them as purchasers 
and consumers of the products produced 
by the machine and the increasing effi- 
cieney of our economic methods. 

In 1929 production increased eight bil- 
lion dollars over the previous year, but 
wages increased only five hundred million 
dollars. While production rose 62.2% wages 
increased only 16.5%, which makes it evi- 
dent that the wage earner did not get 
enough of the wealth he helped to create 
to make it possible for him to consume 
a sufficient amount of his products to main- 
tain the rate of production developed in 
that year. 


Mr. George Soule, editor of “The New 
Republic,” spoke on the subject “Are 
Business Cycles Avoidable?” He pointed 
out that the anarchy which characterizes 
our business world is due to the fact that 
hundreds of thousands of individuals deter- 
mine how much they shall spend or save 
without any consideration for the best 
needs of society. This results in periodic 
depressions. Our economic system is like 
a body without a brain. We need plan- 
ning and control] in business affairs, but 
having been brought up upon a rampant 
individualism we will not get them without 
terrific opposition. Chaos and ruin are the 
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only alternatives to planning and intelli- 
gent control of our economic system. 

Unemployment insurance, especially the 
plan at present pending in the Wisconsin 
Legislature, was discussed by Dr. John R. 
Commons. of the University of Wisconsin. 
Because unemployment insurance would 
strengthen the resistance of wage earners 
against cuts in wages many employers are 
opposed to any unemployment insurance. 
Dr. Commons insists that as soon as un- 
employment is made unprofitable it will 
be eliminated, or at least very much re- 
duced. His plan is to create a reserve fund 
created by the State and the employer out 
of which unemployment benefits are to be 
paid. In order not to penalize the employ- 
er, who stabilizes his employment and 
make him help to pay the bill of the em- 
ployer who fails to stabilize his employ- 
ment, the fund is to be built up by all 
employers; but as soon as an employer has 
in the reserve fund the sum of $96 for 
each of his employees he ceases to pay to 
the fund, unless his quota is reduced by 
unemployment in his plant. The reserve 
of every employer is to be maintained at 
$96 for each employee, and only those em- 
ployers continue to pay into it who fail to 
eliminate unemployment in their plants, 
thus rewarding the enlightened employer 
but penalizing the less efficient. 

The only address that brought a vehe- 
ment reaction of dissent from the confer- 
ence was that of Mr. John E. Edgerton, 
president of the National Association of 
Manufacturers, in which he opposed public 
unemployment insurance. He insisted that 
such insurance would encourage idleness 
among workers because they would get the 
benefits of insurance when they were not 
working. Such a movement would mix 
economics and politics and result in gross 
political corruption. He insisted that that 
would be taking government into business, 
and that it was the duty of citizens to 
resist the government in entering private 
business. For the government to engage 
in unemployment insurance, he held, would 
involve a radical change in the ideals and 
form of our government and sacrilegiously 
discredit the constitution of the United 
States. The founders of our nation wisely 
set the pattern of government for all times 
and from this pattern we are bound in a 
sacred duty never to depart. In omni- 
scient wisdom the founders of this repub- 
lie set every individual free. to work out 
his own political and economic salvation. 
Our country, he maintained, is eternally 
committed to the capitalistic system, which 
must be preserved at all costs. Public 
insurance would wring money from one 
group and pay it out in doles to another 
group, which is a rejection of the sacred 
principles of the Constitution of the 


United States, and an insult to God since 
in His wise Providence He has seen fit to 
inflict unemployment upon the race. Let 
the worker in his freedom guaranteed him 
by the Constitution lay aside enough in 
prosperous times to tide him over dull 
times as big business does. 

He warned the Church not to meddle in 
economic matters, as it would lose caste 
if it did. Economie matters were no con- 
eern of the Church, at any rate, and it 
would be better if ministers would not con- 
cern themselves about matters in which 
they had no training. Another speaker 
reminded the conference that what Mr. 
Edgerton meant by this statement was that 
the Church would lose caste with him and 
the National Association of Manufacturers 
if it insisted upon applying ethical prin- 
ciples to our economic system. 

He closed his address by a sincere but 
pathetie appeal to the members of the con- 
ference to go home and get on their knees, 
taking the Bible under one arm and the 
Constitution of the United States under 
the other, and with faces turned heaven- 
ward pray to God, leaving it to Him to 
solve the problem of unemployment. Father 
John Ryan, of the Catholic Church, remind- 
ed the conference to literally follow this 
advice would be a very awkward procedure 
as well as a very inadequate one. Another 
speaker challenged the conference to get 
up from their knees and to go out and 
practice the principles of the Bible and the 
Constitution. The conference showed not 
the least agreement with this speaker, who 
by some irony of fate was followed by a 
very able research report on public unem- 
ployment insurance given by Dr. A. E. 
Suffern, of the Federal Council of Churches 
of Christ in America. 

Hon. Robert F. Wagner, Senator from 
New York, presented his plan for a six- 
year planning program for all federal gov- 
ernment construction in order to make gov- 
ernmental building programs more elastic. 
He insisted that we must cease to look 
upon employment as unavoidable. 

“We are paying the price of forty years 
of neglect in our economic order,” said Mr. 
Darwin J. Meserole. president of the Na- 
tional Unemployment League. The present 
depression did not take us unaware, but 
we did nothing about it until people were 
actually starving to death on our front 
doorsteps. After fifteen months of suffer- 
ing the federal government is still floun- 
dering around wondering what to do and 
State and municipal governments find 
themselves totally unprepared to deal with 
the situation in any adequate way. The 
missions of hungry desperate men who seek 
work but cannot find any are left to the 
tender merey of a very uncertain charity. 


He characterized the charity method of 
relieving unemployment not as a dole to 
the worker but to the employer who thus 
shifts his labor overhead expense upon the 
community, and private charity is com- 
pelled to carry the labor overhead of in- 
dustry. 

Mr. Edward E. Hunt, chairman of Presi- 
dent Hoover’s Unemployment Commission, 
told the conference what the federal govy- 
ernment was doing to relieve unemploy- 
ment and took issue with several of the 
speakers who said that the relief given by 
the federal government was only a drop in 
the bucket. It yet appears little more 
than a drop when it is realized that for 
any effective relief of the present unem- 
ployment it would require from three to 
five billon dollars. The one hundred and 
fifty millions, about which the President 
and Congress are still wrangling, cannot 
be accepted as any more than a drop in the 
bucket in view of the widespread distress 
and suffering. 

The climax of the conference came on 
Tuesday evening when Professor Harry P. 
Ward, of Union Theological Seminary, laid 
bare the evils inflicted upon society and 
the suffering that is caused by the untram- 
meled working of the profit motive. We 
are the greatest worshipers of the false 
god Mammon which the world has ever 
seen and unless we rise and kill this false 
god we will perish. The god of the ma- 
chine has been allowed to grow more pow- 
erful than the God of the Churches, 

Father John A. Ryan, director of the 
Department of Social Action of the Na- 
tional Catholic Welfare Conference, pre- 
sented the problem of unemployment from 
the viewpoint of the Demands of Justice,” 
while Rabbi Edward L. Israel called the 
conference to face the question of “Unem- 
ployment and the Social Conscience.” 

The conference was called “to focus the 
conscience of the nation” upon the menace 
of unemployment, and the conference mov- 
ed from this to a recognition that mere 
palliatives were not enough to deal with 
the problem. Nothing short of a recon- 
struction of our economic order will suf- 
fice. The simple demands of justice must 
be recognized and human welfare must be 
valued higher than the profits. New mo- 
tives must come to dominate our economic 
endeavor, and it was clearly recognized 
that unemployment is not an evil sent by 
God to be patiently endured, but it is the 
inevitable consequence of our competitive 
economic order that is wrong at heart. 
Palliatives will not save us, and it was the 
clear conviction of the conference that a 
reconstruction of our economic order is 
inevitable if we are to escape a world-wide 
cataclysm. 
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BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY FUND 


The goal is in sight and our friends are 
cheering us along the way. A few more 
hearty “heave-ho’s” and the $500 will be 
announced as a good work finished for the 
season. We report Trinity First Church 
School, York, Pa., $10; Lucey C. DeLong 
$5; A Friend, Columbus, Ohio, $5; Miss 
Sarah Hafer, $5; Mrs. Calvin G. Spicher, 
$5; Rev. Wm. H. Bollman, $5; total 
$470.25. New who will be next? 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rey. Benjamin K. Hay from Clarendon, 
Va., to Marshall, Va. 


‘CO —— 00 ——] 00 —— 00 ——> 00 > 00 —— 00 M—> 00 = 00 GOB 


Rev. William H. Mader from 185 N. 
Parkwood Blvd. to 60 N. Allen Ave., 
Pasadena, Cal. 

Rev. J. O. Reagle, D.D., from Tiffin, 
Ohio, to Mt. Bethel, Pa. 


The Christmas gift. of St. John’s, Belle- 
fonte, Pa., Rev. Robert Thena, pastor, was 
$127 for Bethany Orphans’ Home, and not 
$27, as was erroneously stated. 

Faith Church, Philadelphia, Rev. Elmer 
E. Leiphart, pastor, reports the organiza- 
tion of a Chapter of the Reformed Church- 
men’s League, with 20 charter members. 

Salem Church, St. Louis, Mo., Rev. W. 
A. Settlage, pastor, reports the organiza- 
tion of a Chapter of the Reformed Church- 


men’s League. This is the first Chapter 
organized in Missouri Classis. 


CLASSES MEETING IN FEBRUARY, 
1931, ACCORDING TO THE REC- 
ORDS RECEIVED IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE STATED 
CLERK OF THE GEN- 

ERAL SYNOD 


February 22— 


Gettysburg, St. John’s, McKnightstown, 
Pa., Rev. Roy Limbert, Fairfield, Pa. 


February 23— 
Lebanon, St. Mark’s, Rev. I. Calvin 
Fisher, 135 S. 10th St., Lebanon, Pa. 
Juniata, Christ, Rev. Chas. D. Rockel, 
1507-12th Ave., Altoona, Pa, 


Fepruary 19, 1931 


“RIDE ON! RIDE ON IN MAJESTY!” 
(Memory Hymn for March) 


1. Ride on! ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die: 
O Christ, Thy triumphs now begin 
O’er captive death and conquered sin. 


2. Ride on! ride on in majesty! 
Hark! all the tribes hosanna cry; 
O Saviour meek, pursue Thy road 
With palms and scattered garments 
strewed. 


3. Ride on! ride on in majesty! 
The winged squadrons of the sky 
Look down with sad and wondering 
eyes 
To see the approaching sacrifice. 


4. Ride on! ride on in majesty! 
The last and fiercest strife is nigh; 
The Father on His sapphire throne 
Expects His own Anointed Son. 


5. Ride on! ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die; 
Bow Thy meek head to mortal pain, 
Then take, O God, Thy power, 
reign. 
Henry H. Milman, 1827 
Frederick M. A. Venua, 1810 


———— eee 
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THE RUFUS W. AND KATHERINE 
McCAULEY MILLER MEMORIAL 
FUND PRIZE ESSAY 
CONTEST, 1931 


Subject—“The Attitude of the Home To- 
ward the Eighteenth Amendment.” 

Length—Not over 3,000 words. 

Time—aAll essays must be received by Rev. 
Henry I. Stahr, D.D., Executive Secre- 
tary of the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion, by Children’s Day, June 14, 1931. 

Two Classes of Contestants—It has been 
decided this year to offer two sets of 
prizes to two classes of contestants. 
Competition in Class 1 is to be limited 
to the laity and in Class 2 to the min- 
istry. 

Prizes—The following prizes are offered 
in each class: 


First prize—$50 
Second prize—$25 


Instructions—1. Sign essay with an as- 
sumed name, giving correct name and 
address on a separate sheet. 

2. Use one side of the paper only. 
3. Manuscripts, as far as _ possible, 
should be typewritten. 


Rev. Roland L. Rupp, minister of Faith 
Church, Baltimore, will deliver the address 
at the 42nd Pen Mar Reformed Reunion 
on July 23. 

The Foreign Mission Day offerings re- 
ported to February 16, amount to $1130.85. 
It will be a great favor if congregations 
and Sunday Schools will send in their of- 
ferings at an early date. 

A Chapter of the Reformed Churchmen’s 
League has been organized in Faith 
Church, Baltimore, Rev. Roland L. Rupp, 
pastor. This is the pioneer Chapter in 
Baltimore-Washington Classis. 

Miss Mary E. Gerhard of our Japan 
Mission delivered the address at the mis- 


sionary service held in the Boehm’s 
Church, Blue Bell, Pa., last Sunday morn- 
ing. 


In Memorial Church, York, Pa., Dr. E. 
O. Kean, pastor, the guest preachers on 
Friday evenings during Lent will be Revs. 
L. V. Hetrick, H. N. Bassler, D.D., Geo. 
T, Fitz, Jos. S. Peters, D.D., J. Rauch 
Stein, D.D., and Roland L. Rupp. 


We are glad to report that Mrs. Willis 
D. Mathias, of Emmanuel Church, Allen- 
town, Pa., is at home again and rapidly 
improving, after an operation at the 


REFORMED 


CHURCH 


Allentown Hospital, following 8 weeks of 
illness. 


First Church, Ridgway, Pa., Rev. ©. L. 
Schmidt, pastor, reports the organization 
of a Chapter of the Reformed Churehmen’s 
League. This Chapter, the first one organ- 
ized in Heidelberg Classis, has 23 charter 
members. 


The Rev. Dr. John O. Reagle, who has 
been pastor of Trinity Church, Tiffin, O., 
since Oct., 1928, has resigned to return to 
the home of his invalid mother at Mt. 
Bethel, Pa., and to assume the pastorate of 
the Mt. Bethel Charge, which he held be- 
fore going to Tiffin. 


Miss Mary Margaret McLean received 
the degree of Master of Arts from the 
University of Pennsylvania on Feb. 14, 
1931. She majored in history and sociol- 
ogy. She is now teaching in the Chelten- 
ham Schools in the suburbs of Philadel- 
phia. Miss MeLean is the daughter of 
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Eugene L. McLean. 


Wm. Vensel led at the celebration of 
the Golden Jubilee of Christian Endeavor 
Feb 1, in Trinity Church, Wilkinsburg, Pa., 
Rey. E. Roy Corman, pastor. On Feb. 8 
the pastor preached on “The Scout Com- 
pass,” in recognition of Boy Scout Day. 

The Rev. and Mrs. George F. Harvey 
of Baltimore, Md., have announced the en- 
gagement of their daughter, Charlotte 
Louise, to the Rev. F. Nelsen Schlegel of 
Tamaqua, Pa. The wedding will take 
place in Baltimore the latter part of Feb- 
ruary. In March they expect to leave for 
Baghdad to engage in educational work 
under our Board of Foreign Missions. 

Allegheny Classis at a recent meeting 
took the following action: “That the Rev. 
Allegheny Classis expresses its grateful ac- 
knowledgment of the effective and effi- 
cient labors of the Board of Ministerial 
Relief, and also its entire confidence in 
and reliance upon the Board as now con- 
stituted.” 

“Ts it possible that some ‘Messenger’ 
readers are so foolish as to miss that re- 
markable feature, ‘One Book a Week’?” 
This was a question put to the editor the 
other day. He could only reply: “I hope 
not.” These reviews by Dr. Frederick 
Lynch are among the best to be found 


anywhere. Note the one in this issue, for 
instance. It is “worth the price of admis- 
sion.” 


Rev. J. B. Bloom on Feb. 9 sent the 
Board of Ministerial Relief $10 for the 
completion of our Sustentation Fund, from 
the Sunday School of the First Church, 
St. Joseph, Mo. The First Church has 
paid its Sustentation quota in full, but 
desires to contribute as much more as 
possible. Let 
example. 

The Tri-Classical Reunion at Rolling 
Green Park (East Susquehanna, West Sus- 
quehanna and Wyoming Classes) will be 
held Wed., July 15, next. Rev. Earl .G. 
Kline, Selinsgrove, has been chosen chair- 
man of the committee, and Rev. Clark W. 
Heller, Danville, is secretary-treasurer. The 
publicity committee consists of Revs. Paul 
W. Yoh and Alvin E. Dietz, and Mr. C. F. 
Dewire; the program committee is compos- 
ed of Revs. C. W. Heller and H. G. Snyder 
and Mr. G. 8. Frederick. 

The Men’s Bible Class of St. Stephen’s, 
Lebanon, Pa., Rev. Pierce E. Swope, pas- 
tor, entertained the Men’s Class of St. 
John’s, Feb. 12. After the dinner, at 
which 40 took part, C. C. Hains, President 
of the Class, welcomed the visitors. Sam 
Burkholder, Pres. of St. John’s Class, re- 
sponded. Rev. Mr. Swope told Lincoln 
stories. A most interesting program of 
songs and games followed, directed by the 
Social Committee, Wm. Evans, Jr., chair- 
man. 


others follow this 


The annual meeting of the Board of 
Foreign Missions will be held on Mareh 
3 and 4, in the Schaff Building. A publie 
service is being arranged for in the Miller 
Hall for Tuesday evening. This meeting 


fine , 
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is in recognition of the 25th anniversary 
of Dr, and Mrs. William G. Seiple and 
Miss Mary E. Gerhard as missionaries of 
our Chureh in Japan, and the 20th anni- 
versary of Dr. Jacob G. Rupp as Field See- 
retary of the Board of Foreign Missions. 
A cordial invitation is extended to mem- 
bers and friends. 


Rev. L. C. Gobrecht of the Linfield- 
Shenkel Charge, served as Dean for the 
Leadership Training School of the North 
District of Chester Co., Pa. He had the 
privilege of being the speaker at the 
newly organized American Business Men’s 
Club of Pottstown. The Sunday School of 
Shenkel has doubled its attendance during 
the past year. A Junior Department was 
organized at the Linfield Church, with an 
enrollment of 35 the first Sunday. Plans 
are under way for the second Daily Vaca- 
tion Bible School. The past year has been 
a very interesting one in the matter of 
attendance at these two Churches, averag- 
ing for the year 100%; that is, an aver- 
age at all the services during the year 
equal to the membership of the charge. 


The Durham and New Williams congre- 
gations in Tohickon Classis, Rev. C. F. Alt- 
house, pastor, have already paid one-third 
of the 1931 Apportionment. The special 
Communion offerings in January made this 
possible. At the services prior to the Com- 
munions, special offerings were lifted for 
Bethany Orphanage, and at the services 
following the Communion special offerings 
were lifted for Catawba College, each con- 
gregation paying one-third of its quota. 
The 3 consecutive offerings for benevo- 
lence in each congregation has simply de- 
veloped the liberality of these people. The 
1930 Apportionment was paid in full last 
September. Prior to the present pastorate 
this charge never met in full its benevolent 
quota. 


Salem Church, Campbelltown, Rev. Carl 
W. Isenberg, pastor, can boast of closing 
the Church year very auspiciously. At 
the congregational meeting, held Jan. 9, 
the current treasurer announced a com- 
fortable balance with all bills paid. The 
benevolent treasurer reported the Appor- 
tionment paid in full, with a balance in the 
treasury. All the auxiliary organizations 
reported balances in the respective treas- 
uries. There are good attendances in all 
services. The Teacher Training Class has 
completed Course No. 2 and will begin 
Course No. 8, with 8 members enrolled. 
The W. M. S. are placing a reading light 
on the lectern. Even though this Chureh 
has suffered greatly through the hand of 
death, the members believe in meeting 
their obligations as they come due. 


Highteen credits for Leadership Train- 
ing are to be issued to members of the 
South Fork Charge in the North Carolina 
Classis. This is the third class to be con- 
ducted by the pastor in this charge, Rev. 
W. C. Lyerly. Each year an increasing 
number are willing to do the work to pre- 
pare themselves for better service in the 
local Church. 86 women and girls of the 
charge, representing 3 guilds and 3 mis- 
sionary societies, had an all day Mission 
Study at St. Paul’s Church Jan. 31. “Be- 
tween the Americas” by Stowell was the 
text. The course was arranged by the 
pastor’s wife, Mrs. W. C. Lyerly. A num- 
ber of the women and girls assisted. <A 
second study will be held Saturday, Feb. 
28, at which time the Foreign Mission text 
will be presented. This will be held also 
in St. Paul’s Church, and the new Church 
Hut will be used. St. Paul’s Church is 
building a Church Hut for Church School 
and socials. It will be of good material, 
and well built; and is designed to last 
until a new Church is needed. The school 
had an average attendance of 105 for 1930. 
At the annual election, Miss Mary Lee 
Harren was elected to the office of elder. 
It may be that other women will be elected 
to office in the years to come. There is 
only favorable comment to this procedure. 
Rev. W. C. Lyerly is pastor. 
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Rey. H. N. Smith, of Carrollton, Ohio, under the auspices of the Federation of College, Sendai, Japan, attended the an- 
preached the First Anniversary sermon to Churches of Philadelphia in St. Stephen’s nual meeting of Lehigh Classis of the 
the Carrollton Troop of Boy Scouts, on P. HE. Church, 19 South 10th St., Monday, Eastern Synod in Christ Reformed Church, 
Feb. 8. Feb. 28, at 10.45 A. M. and 2 P. M. Allentown, Pa., Rev. W. T. Harner, min- 


On Foreign Mission Day, Feb. 8, Dr. 
William G. Seiple, of North Japan College, 
Sendai, Japan, spoke to the S. 8. and con- 
gregation of St. Mark’s Church, Reading, 
Pa., Rev. G. R. Poetter, minister, about our 
foreign mission work in Japan. 

The “Messenger” regrets to learn of the 
death of Mrs. William H. McNairy, wife 
of Superintendent McNairy, of Nazareth 
Orphans’ Home, Mrs. J. H. Neidig, of 
Struble, Pa., Mr. Matthew G. Burkholder, 
of Youngwood, Pa., and of Elder Bennett 
Rask, of Greensburg, Pa. Obituaries of 
these good friends will appear later. 

Christ Church, Altoona, Pa., Rev. Charles 
D. Rockel, pastor. The pastor has pre- 
pared 38 different series of sermons for the 
Lenten season. The morning series will be 
on the theme, “Light for Life’s Dark 
Nights.” The Sunday evening sermons will 
be on the theme, “The Old Faith in a 
Changing World.” The Wednesday evening 
sermons will be on “Religion and Life.” 

Mrs. Walter Scott, Mrs. A. B. Bennett, 
and Miss Jennie Leh were hostesses to the 
Cedar Crest College Club of Philadelphia, 
at a luncheon at the “Bombay,” 1918 
Chestnut St., Phila., on Feb. 2. 20 mem- 
bers attended. Prof. J. A. Tallmadge, head 
of the English Department of Cedar Crest 
College and the guest of honor at the 
luncheon, told in a very interesting manner 
of many of the College activities during 
this winter season. 

Rev. Dr. John Greenfield, of Warsaw, 
Ind., who has published a new book en- 
titled, “Power from on High,” offers a free 
copy to every foreign missionary who will 
apply for it. The book tells the wonedrful 
story of the great Moravian revival which 
resulted in the conversion of the Wesleys, 
the beginning of Methodism, and modern 
Foreign Missions, and the largest contribu- 
tion of standard hymns the Church has ever 
received. 


The Ladies’ Aid Society of St. John’s 
Church, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. W. D. Mehrl- 
ing, pastor, are busy reconditioning clothes 
for needy folks. The Annual Foreign Mis- 
sion Day was appropriately observed with 
the program prepared by the Board used 
and the offering given for this cause. Hach 
Sunday morning the pastor presents some 
suitable Bible reference to the Beginner- 
Primary children prior to teaching his 
adult Bible Class. 


Few Church Schools can boast an or- 
chestra of such ability as that of the First 
Church, Easton, Pa., under the inspiring 
leadership of Mr. Thos. Achenbach, the 
noted violinist. On Lincoln’s Birthday this 
splendid organization gave its first public 
concert in the Chureh auditorium. In addi- 
tion to the Achenbach String Quartet, the 
orchestra is composed largely of boys from 
10 to 19 years old, trained by Mr. Achen- 
bach. The concert was very well received. 
Miss Edna Bougher, soprano, was soloist 
at the concert. There are 46 members in 
the orchestra. 


The Myerstown, Pa., Church, Rev. David 
Lockart, pastor, has recently received the 
library of the Rev. George Wolff, D.D., 
who served that congregation from 1860 to 
1888. It is a unusually large and well 
selected library, and has been turned over 
as a gift by his daughter, Miss Emma 
Wolff, and 2 grandchildren, Miss Mabel 
Wolff and Paul R. Wolff. Fine walnut 
book cases have been purchased by the 
30ard of Trustees and the books will be 
available for examination and study in 
the upstairs vestibule of the Church. To- 
gether with the books the congregation re- 
ceived many valuable sermons and writ- 
ings of Dr. Wolff. 

3ishop William F. McDowell and Dr. 


John Timothy Stone will be the speakers 
at the annual Spiritual Conference held 


“The Lenten Call” of St. Stephen’s 
Church, Perkasie, Pa., Rev. Howard Obold, 
pastor, is an artistic booklet of 30 pages 
and cover which contains the “fellowship 
of prayer,” sent by the Senior C. E. So- 
ciety, together with the announcement of 
special services during the Lenten season. 
On Sunday mornings the pastor discusses 
the “Problem of Living,” on Sunday eve- 
nings “Famous Religious Pictures,” and on 
Wednesday evenings “Meditations on the 
23rd Psalm.” 

Christ’s Church, Hagerstown, Md., Rev. 
H. A. Fesperman, pastor, has 20 teachers 
enrolled in the Hagerstown and Washing- 
ton County Teacher Training School. The 
S. 8. attendance averaged 494 for Janu- 
ary. A Catechetical class of 60 is being 
taught by the pastor each Sunday evening. 
The Senior C. E. Society had charge of 
the evening service in the Church, Feb. 1. 
Services will be held on Wednesday and 
Friday evenings during Lent. The Young 
Men’s Bible Class had their annual ban- 
quet and election of officers on Feb. 4. 
Mr. Charles Mark is the teacher. A Cate- 
chetical class has also been organized at 
Salem, and a singing school is being held 
each Wednesday night. 


Salem’s Church at Hellers, Pa., Rev. F. 
D. Pentz, pastor, has closed a very success- 
ful year. At the Thanksgiving services it 
was reported the Church sent 83 chickens 
to Bethany Orphanage. It was also re- 
ported that during the summer the Ladies’ 
Aid Society sent 40 pieces of fancy work 
for a bazaar on anniversary day, also 6 
sheets, 6 pillow cases, 12 linen tea towels, 
$18 worth of chickens from the Sunshine 
class, 2 large boxes of soap, 2 crates of 
oranges, and a large Christmas offering 
were also sent to the Orphanage. During 
the summer, the basement of the Church 
was fixd and now the Primary and Juniors 
numbering 87 occupy it. The Church and 
S. S. are growing rapidly and more room 
is needed in the 8. 8S. 


In St. Andrew’s Church, Allentown, Pa., 
Rev. Henry I. Aulenbach, A. M., pastor, 
and Rev. Robert M. Kern, A. M., pastor 
emeritus, Rev. Mr. Aulenbach was install- 
ed by a Committee of Lehigh Classis on 
Feb. 15, at 10.30 A. M. The committee 
consisted of Dr. George W. Richards, 
President of our Theological Seminary at 
Lancaster, Pa, Rev. M. F. Klingaman, 
pastor of Dubbs Memorial Church, and 
an elder of the Church, Dr. R. C. Peters. 
Dr. Richards preached the sermon on this 
occasion, and Rey. Mr. Klingaman and 


‘Elder Peters conducted the Installation 


services. . Arrangements are being made 
for a very excellent program and recep- 
tion for the new pastor and his wife on 
Feb. 23, at 7.30 P. M., at which time the 
congregation will have an opportunity to 
become better acquanited with Rev. and 
Mrs. Aulenbach. 


Grace Chureh, Jeannette, Pa., Rev. 
Ralph S. Weiler, pastor. On Feb. 15, the 
pastor started a series of sermons on 
“Christ’s Life and Ministry in Picture and 
Song” and his first subject was “Christ 
and the Fisherman.” This sermon was 
based on the picture of the same name by 
the artist, Zimmerman. Every worshipper 
received a copy of the picture as they 
entered the Chureh. Children who attend 
8 out of the 10 services will receive a 
copy of the New Testament and Psalms 
as a gift of the Consistory. These Testa- 
ments will be presented at a special ser- 
vice on the evening of April 12. The 
pictures and Testaments will be given to 
any person or child regardless of Church 
affiliations. On Feb. 22, the motion pic- 
ture “Deliverance” will be shown in this 
Church by a representative of the Anti- 
Saloon League. 


Dr. William G. Seiple, of North Japan 


ister, on January 26th and 27th, was 
elected a member of the Committee on 
Missions, and addressed Classis on our 
work in Japan. From Allentown he went 
to Greenville, Pa., attended the annual 
meeting of St. Paul’s Classis of Pittsburgh 
Synod in Zion’s Reformed Church, Rey. 
Paul J. Dundore, Ph.D., minister, on Jan- 
uary 28th and delivered an address on our 
missionary work in Japan at the evening 
service. During his stay in Allentown Dr. 
Seiple was at the home of his mother and 
sister and while in Greenville he was the 
guest of Rev. Dr. and Mrs. A. M. Keifer, 
who was sailing on March 28th for Japan 
on a visit to their son-in-law and daugh- 
ter, Rev. and Mrs. I. G. Nace of Akita. 


The loyal and enthusiastic Men’s Bible 
Class of St. John’s Church, Orwigsburg, 
Pa., Rev. H. J. Herber, pastor and teach- 
er, held its 8th annual banquet on Tues- 
day evening, Feb. 10. It was a most en- 
joyable affair, with a large attendance of 
the representative men of the community. 
The president, E. E. Steinbrunn, was toast- 
master, and he introduced Pastor Herber 
for some fitting remarks. It also happened 
to be the natal day of the popular pastor, 
and he was presented with a toothsome 
cake, adorned with (as we recall) about 
24 candles. The address of the evening 
was by Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, editor of 
the “Messenger.” The excellent dinner 
was provided by the ladies of the Church. 
Music was rendered by the S. 8. Orchestra, | 
and by the Kriner Brothers, vocalists and 
instrumentalists, in costume. Frank Ley- 
meister, faithful secretary of the class, 
who has not missed a Sunday in the 8 
years of its history, presented the annual 
report, showing an average attendance of 
over 68 for the past year. Such classes as 
this are an inspiration to any pastor. 


St. Peter’s Church, Lancaster, Pa., Rey. 
C. D. Spotts, pastor. The annual congre- 
gational meeting was held Jan. 7 with 
about 85 persons in attendance. Rey. R. 
J. Pilgram conducted the devotions. Mr. 
C. W. Stehman was elected chairman and 
W. A. Hammon, secretary. The unique 
feature of the meeting was the report of 
the activities of 1930 in the form of an 
illustrated lecture by use of a Ballotican 
machine. The lecture contained 67 slides 
including graphs, photographs, letters, re- 
ports, etc. A combined meeting of the 
Ladies’ Aid Society and the W. M. S. was 
held at the Church on Feb. 11, at which 
time new officers were elected. When the 
time for refreshments arrived, a table with 
a large candle-lighted birthday cake was 
pushed into the room, and all but Mrs. 
Spotts began to sing “Happy Birthday,” 
for it was her birthday. A shower of gifts 
followed and the entire affair was a com- 
plete surprise to Mrs. Spotts. 


“Tf a Church does much _ benevolent 
work, it has a moral sense; if it does 
much for congregational expenses, it 
proves that it has financial ability.” These 
striking words of Dr. A. 8S. Meck, Chair- 
man, Harrisburg Conference, September, 
1930, show the interrelation between moral 
and financial ability. The lesson is ob- 
vious. Any Church can extend its abilities 
proven in liberal support of home causes 
into the sphere of benevolent givings, 
when it does not short-cut its moral sense 
or constrict it to a sphere of visibility 
where one can see the local need only at 
first sight. It would seem to us, when 
Churches once rise to the heights of 
DEVELOPING, ASSERTING AND DE- 
FINING their moral ability themselves in- 
stead of having outsiders do this for them, 
there will (in the words of Paul, II Cor. 
8:14) truly be an equality, and we will 
have struck an equal balance between the 
ratio of current and benevolent expenses 


and be exceedingly happy concerning our. _ 
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abilities to meet the needs of each and 
both. 


On Feb. 8, St. John’s Church, Phoenix- 
ville, Pa. Rev. A. A. Hartman, pastor, 
dedicated a new Austin Pipe Organ before 
a capacity house despite unfavorable 
weather. It is a two-manual, 13 stopped 
electro-pneumatie controlled with detached 
console. The beautiful set of cathedral 
chimes was given by Mr. and Mrs. I. M. 
Buckwalter. The cost of the organ was 
$5,300, three-fifths of which was paid in 
cash. An Acousticon was also installed. 
In recognition of the splendid services of 
Mr. J. Harvey Warmer, chairman of the 
organ committee, one of the ear phones 
was presented to him, and to Mr. B. Frank 
Harley, the second member of the com- 
mittee, was given an end table made from 
some of the wood of the old organ. A re- 
cital by Prof. L. C. Banks, of Girard Col- 
lege, will be given Feb. 25. This equip- 
ment had added much to the general ap- 
pearance of the auditorium and will be a 
great help to the regular services. 


It was a real pleasure to the “Messenger” 
to publish in our February 5 issue a poem 
of reminiscence by one our our octogenar- 
ians, the Rev. Amos Casselman, of Tiffin, 
Ohio, father of Revs. Arthur V., Francis 
R., and Herbert H. Casselman. On the 
cover page of last week’s issue appeared 
a beautiful “Hymn of Praise” from his pen 
and in this issue will be found another 
hymn entitled “Through Death to Life.” 
Father Casselman’s health broke about 7 
years ago and he is now quite feeble, bare- 
ly able to walk about the house. He says: 
“For 7 years I have been battling with 
old age. Now I am quite helpless and 
my hands are too palsied to write, but 
thank God my mind is clear and I can com- 
mune with my Lord daily.” It adds a 
real touch of human interest to know that 
these hymns were used on Jan. 18 in a 
special musical service in St. Paul’s 
Church, Butler, Pa., Rev. F. R. Casselman, 
pastor. The pastor sang them and his son 
Philip, a student in the Butler High 
School, played the pipe organ accompani- 
ment, so that the 3 generations had a hand 
in their presentation. It is certainly in- 
spiring to read such messages of steadfast 
faith and unfaltering hope. 


After a siege of illness, which involved 
an operation for appendicitis, the Rev. 
Henry G. Maeder, Ph.D., pastor of Palati- 
nate Church, Phila., Pa., returned to his 
pulpit on Feb. 1, and launched immediate- 
ly upon a Loyalty Crusade. This Crusade, 
which is being conducted entirely by the 
pastor and the Consistory of the Church, is 
proving a great stimulus to the congrega- 
tion. The attendance at both the Sunday 
School and Church services have increased 
considerably, and the enthusiasm of the 
members has been greatly aroused. Feb. 
1 was designated as Stewardship Sunday, 
when Dr. Maeder presented the subject of 
Stewardship to his people. In the evening, 
the Golden Anniversary of Christian En- 
deavor was stressed by Deacon Eugene 
Stone, who was the speaker on that occa- 
sion. Feb. 8 was Family Sunday. In the 
evening, which was known as “Sunday 
School Night,” Elder Harry E. Paisley of 
Trinity Church, delivered a strong and in- 
spiring message. Feb. 15 was known as 
Neighborhood Sunday. At the evening 
service, which has been styled ‘“Men’s 
Night,” Mr. John Dennis Mahoney, head 
of the English Department of West Phila- 
delphia High School, was the speaker, 
Feb. 22 has been called “Patriotic Sun- 
day,’ at which time Dr. Maeder will de- 
liver a patriotic sermon; in the evening 
an exceptional program of music will be 
rendered. The Crusade is to continue 
throughout Lent and is to terminate with 
Eastery Sunday, which has been labeled 
“Victory Sunday.” An elaborate electric 
sign with the words “Loyalty Crusade” 
flashing intermittently has been installed 
in the Church auditorium, and the whole 
movement promises to arouse the Palati- 
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nate constituency to a devoted loyalty to 
Christ. 

Deep Creek Charge, Hegins, Pa., Rev. 
Herman Naftzinger, pastor. The 6th an- 
nual congregational meeting of Friedens 
congregation was held on Jan. 14 with an 
attendance of approximately 200. The in- 
terest and enthusiasm displayed by the 
members and friends of the Church was 
very encouraging. Prof. Schrope’s plan of 
mixing an inspiring program with the read- 
ing of reports and items of business proves 
to be more successful every year. The out- 
standing features of the meeting were sey- 
eral symposiums on matters vital to the 
Chureh by college graduates, an address 
by Rev. L. M. Fetterolf, of Pottsville, on 
the subject of “Religion and Youth,’ and 
the renditions of several outstanding mu- 
sical numbers by the Church choir under 
its capable leader, Prof. Haag, of Potts- 
ville. Refreshments were served by the 
girls of the department of Home Economics 


of the Hegins Township High School 
under the direction of Miss _ Tillie 
Geist. The committee in charge consisted 


of Prof. J. M. Schrope, Harry E. Otto and 
L. H. Bressler. Grace Church, Valley 
View, Pa., was formally organized by a 
committe from East Susquehanna Classis, 
on Jan. 8 with 34 charter members. The 
committee . consisted of Rev. Alvin F. 
Dietz, chairman, and Rev. Walter R. Hart- 
zell and Prof. J. M. Schrope. This new 
congregation will be for the present, a part 
of the Deep Creek Charge. <A promising 
future lies before it. The Church Year 
Book for 1931 has been published by the 
Deep Creek Charge in co-operation with 
the adjoining Lutheran parishes, the Sac- 
ramento and Pine Valley parishes. The 
book makes a neat and dignified appear- 
ance, and is a real asset to the work of 
the Kingdom. 


BALTIMORE-WASHINGTON CLASSIS. 


The Baltimore-Washington Classis met 
for its 1931 spring meeting in St. Paul’s 
English Church, Baltimore, Dr. Lloyd E. 
Coblentz, pastor, Feb. 9 and 10. The open- 
ing service of worship was conducted by 
the pastor loci; and the Rey. John G. Grim- 
mer, the stated clerk and treasurer of 
Classis. The Rev. Henry H. Ranck, D.D., 
the president of Classis, preached the ser- 
mon. Dr. Coblentz, assisted by Dr. Ranck 
and Mr. Grimmer, administered the Holy 
Communion. 


The business of Classis consumed the 
whole of Tuesday, adjournment not being 
reached until 10.30 P. M. Parochial re- 
ports from each minister consumed a large 
part of the morning session. Dr. Ranck’s 
report on the State of the Church given 
later in the day summed up these reports 
and gave an interesting and helpful an- 
alysis of the condition of the Church in 
this Classis. 


For the first time in the history of this 
Classis an Executive Committee was con- 
stituted. The report of the Executive 
Committee of General Synod was consid- 
ered and certain recommendations were 
adopted; others were taken under advise- 
ment in committee, to be reported on at 
the next session of Classis. Reports were 
heard from the Missionary and Stewardship 
Committee and the Committee on Chris- 
tian Education. The Rev. Roland L. Rupp, 
pastor of Faith Church, Baltimore, was re- 
elected Classical Director of Christian 
Education. 


A very strongly worded resolution cen- 
suring the General Synod’s Commission on 
Closer Relations for their action in sum- 
marily breaking off negotiations with the 
Evangelical Synod of North America, 
characterizing that action on the part of 
the Commision as ungentlemanly and de- 
structive of the spirit of Church union, 
consumed considerable time in discussion 
on.the floor of Classis. Most of the min- 
isters expressed themselves very strongly 
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either in favor of or opposed to the pas- 
sage of the resolution. The resolution 
was finally laid on the table by a vote of 
14 to 12. The closeness of the vote and 
the emphatie character of the discussion 
tends, however, to indicate that the ae- 
tion of the Commission does not have the 
unanimous approval of the Church. It is 
the writer’s belief that if the resolution 
had been less strongly worded it would 
have passed. 

Invitations were accepted from Zion’s 
Church, Baltimore, for the fall meeting to 
be held on Noy. 18, 1931, and from St. 
Paul’s Fifth Church, Baltimore, for the 
next spring meeting to be held on Feb. 
8, 1932. 

Much credit for a profitable and pleas- 
ant meeting of Classis is due to the presi- 
dent, Dr. H. H. Ranck, for the tactful and 
gentlemanly, yet firm and _ business-like 
way in which he performed the duties of 
his office. The Rev. W. R. Strietelmeier, 
pastor of Bethel Church, Baltimore, was 
elected president to succeed Dr. Ranck. Mr. 
Strietelmeier took his office at the close 
of this session. 


BERGER MEMORIAL HOME FOR 
THE AGED 


Mrs. Katherine H. Moser, our oldest 
guest, passed from us very quietly and 
suddenly on Wednesday morning, Feb. 4. 
We were just about to begin our regular 
morning worship when we were informed 
of the sad news and in a few minutes she 
had taken her flight to be with her Lord. 
Just a few days before this she remarked 
to one of our guests, “I am homesick and 
want to be at rest.” This she said to us 
often. We rejoice that we had enjoyed 
the privilege of giving her such a quiet 
home for a little more than a year. 

Mrs. H. A. Bostock, of Norristown, pre- 
sented us a splendid radio on Thursday, 
Feb. 12, in honor of our latest guest, Mrs. 
Eleanor E. Christman. Dr. Evans, of Mal- 
vern, a brother of Mrs. Christman, who 
happened to be present when the presenta- 
tion was made, gave a brief address of 
gratitude. This long desired gift is much 
appreciated by all the members of our 
happy family. 

Our program for March services is as fol- 
lows: March 1, Rev. Frank H. Fisher, 
D.D.; Mareh 8, Rev. U. C. E. Gutelius; 
March 15, Rev. James W. Bright; March 
22, Rev. Dewees F. Singley; March 29, 
The Fellowship Church. 

One of the many delightful evenings in 
our Home was Monday evening, Feb. 9, 
when the well known Scotch Choir of 15 
voices sang for us. Our guests were more 
than pleased with it. 


Charles B. Alspach, Supt. 


SECOND ANNUAL PASTORS’ STATE 
CONVENTION, PENNSYLVANIA 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


The Second Annual Pastors’ State Con- 
vention was held in the Grace Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Harrisburg, Pa., Jan. 
26-27, 1931, with representatives of 21 
denominations in attendance, including 36 
Eeclesiastical Bodies and a communicant 
membership of more than 1,900,000. The 
total Protestant Church membership of the 
State is about 2,200,000. Many of those 
present were official delegates chosen by 
denominations on the basis of two minis- 
ters for every 5,000 communicant members, 
or major fraction thereof. Every denomi- 
nation in the Pennsylvania Council was 
represented and five others coming prac- 
tically from every county of the State and 
from Maryland, West Virginia, New Jer- 
sey, New York, Ohio and Illinois. This 
enrollment was larger than last year, not- 
withstanding the economic depression. 

The object of the gathering was twofold; 
first, to consider and more fully develop 
the Five Point Program of the State Coun- 
cil, including Comity and Missions, Reli- 
gious Education, Social Service, Interna- 
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tional Relations, with Evangelism as the 
Prevailing Motive; and second, to get in 
closer touch, through Prayer and Confer- 
ence, with the Divine Source of spiritual 
power without which all Programs are of 
no avail. 

Among the speakers were such outstand- 
ing Christian leaders as Bishop William F. 
MeDowell, D.D., and Bishop Edwin Holt 
Hughes, D.D., of Washington, D. C., and 
Chicago, Ill., and of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Chureh; Rev. C. Wallace Petty, D.D., 
pastor of the First Baptist Church, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.; Rev. William R. King, D.D., 
executive secretary of the Home Missions 
Council, and Colonel Raymond Robins, 
LL.D., international leader and lecturer, 
New York City, .N. Yi; Rev. Emil) EH. 
Fischer, D.D., professor in the Department 
of Apologetics of the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary, Mt. Airy, Phila., Pa.; Mr. Ar- 
thur Dunham, secretary of the Child Wel- 
fare Division, Public Charities Association 
of Pennsylvania; Rev. Floyd W. Tomkins, 
D.D., rector of Holy Trinity Episcopal 
Church, Phila., Pa.; Rev. William Chalmers 
Covert, D.D., general secretary of the 
Board of Christian Education of the Pres- 
byterian Church in U. 8S. A., Phila., Pa.; 
Rev. Joseph R. Sizoo, D.D., pastor of the 
New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
Washington, D. C. 

Besides these speakers there were others 
who took part in the Five Simultaneous 
Conferences which considered more in- 
formally the Five Point Program under 
the General Subject, “Conserving the Re- 
sults of the Nineteen Hundredth Anniver- 
sary of Pentecost,” with these sub-topics: 
“Through Better Comity Relations,” 
“Through Definite Community Programs of 
Evangelism,’ “Through Closer Co-opera- 
tion in Religious Education,’ “Through 
Larger and More Effective Kingdom Serv- 
ice’? and “Through More Christian and 
Statesmanlike Promotion of World Peace.” 

The Convention lasted from Monday 
afternoon to Tuesday evening and was a 
remarkable gathering in its unity of spirit, 
its strong practical helpfulness, its deep 
prayerfulness and in the manifest presence 
and power of the Holy Spirit. Those who 
attended left for their homes testifying to 
the new vision received, the spiritual en- 
richment which came to their lives and 
with an earnest and prayerful resolve to 
come and bring others to the next Conven- 
tion, which will be held in the Grace Meth- 
odist Church, Harrisburg, Pa., Monday and 
Tuesday, January 25-26, 1932. Those read- 
ing this article are asked to remember 
these dates. 

In connection with the Convention there 
was a very helpful Conference of Delegates 
from a number of Women’s Interdenomi- 
national Unions and Women’s Church and 
Missionary Federation which are multiply- 
ing throughout the State. Laymen were 
also present and were impressed, as well as 
others, with the progress which is being 
made in developing a United Protestantism 
in Pennsylvania and so organizing it that, 
with the blessing of God, it may more 
effectively accomplish the work of the 
Kingdom. Ww. Cc. M. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 


At the meeting of Lancaster Classis on 
the evening of February 10, both Bethany 
Home and Phoebe Home had a unique ex- 
perience. That Classis had invited the 
superintendents of both institutions to pre- 
sent their causes at that time. Thus there 
were brought before the Classis one of 
Synod’s oldest institutions, which cares 
for the young and one of Synod’s young 
institutions, which cares for the old. 

Bethany Home was represented by its 
superintendent and twenty-five of its older 
children. ‘The latter beautifully rendered 
two musical numbers on the program, and 
Rey. Gebhard spoke on the problems and 
the needs of that institution in which the 
audience manifested much interest. 


The superintendent of Phoebe Home 
spoke on the need for providing adequate 
relief to the homeless aged and of the 
progress in the completion of the Building 
Fund and the preparations for building 
operations, which the Trustees of the Home 
expect to begin early in spring. 

Lancaster Classis had decided to recon- 
vene immediately after the evening serv- 
ice to hear and act on the report of the 
Committee on Benevolent Institutions, 
when the Classis expressed its appreciation 
of the work of the institutions and prom- 
ised liberal support to the same. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Supt. 

The Bethany Choir had a very pleasant 
trip to Lancaster on Tuesday, Feb. 10, 
where they had the privilege of singing 
before the members of Lancaster Classis 
at the evening session. The superintendent 
of Bethany Home and the superintendent 
of Phoebe Home each gave brief addresses. 
It was a splendid opportunity for our 
children to meet some of the good Re- 
formed people who have helped to make 
possible the work we are endeavoring to 
do for our children at Bethany. 

Our high school children brought home 
with them the measles and our infirmary 
is filled to overflowing with a-number of 
suspicious cases developing. Two of our ma- 
trons are in the Reading Hospital, Mrs. 
Pitner and Miss Yheulon. Mrs. Pitner 
had served the Home for two years and 
Miss Yheulon was raised in the Home. 
After being away for nine years she re- 
turned last summer to work for us. We 
hope for their speedy recovery. 

Holy Communion and Foreign Mission 
Day were observed on Sunday, Feb. 8, 
with a total offering of $32.76 for benev- 
olence. This was below the average, due 
to sickness. 
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Mrs. Edwin W. Lentz, Editor 
311 Market St., Bangor, Pa. 


Twenty-fifth Anniversary. On the eve- 
ning of Feb. 3, the W. M. S. of Friedens’ 
Church, New Ringgold, Pa., celebrated the 
25th anniversary of the presidency of Mrs, 
Elwood Rarick. The society was organ- 
ized Aug. 3, 1903. Mr. Francis Moyer and 
Mr. Samuel Bachman were former presi- 
dents. The Society. met for its regular 
meeting at the home of Mrs. Rarick. The 
spirit of the occasion was expressed 
through the decorative scheme of the 
Church colors combined with many flowers. 
The colors were carried out in the re- 
freshments served during the social hour. 
Following the regular program, the Society 
presented the president with a beautiful 
hymnal and a cyclamen plant gorgeous with 
flaming flowers. Mrs. Rarick was deeply 
moved by the expressions of love and by 
the many congratulatory letters from 
friends. In presenting the tokens, Mrs. 
Schneider called the attention of the 
Society to the untiring service and splen- 
did leadership which have kept the Society 
so alive and active. The president’s loyal 
devotion to her work is shown in the fact 
that during the 25 years of*incumbency, 
she was absent but four times—these ab- 
sences being because of sickness in the 
home. The spiritual influence and the 
financial assistance of the Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Society have been of great value 
in the congregational and missionary efforts 
of the Chureh. Certainly, “by their works 
ye shall know them.” Rey. T. J. Schneider 
is the pastor. : 
Mrs. Theodore Schneider. 


Broadcast from Zion Classical Society. 
The Society is just planning and working 
for things to come. The Inspirational Con- 
gress will be held Sunday afternoon, Mar. 
8, in Heidelberg Church, York, Pa. The 
speakers will be Dr. Edgar Hoffmeier, of 
Emanuel Church, Hanover, and Madam 
Lahyah Bakarat, of Philadelphia. To boom 
the Congress, Zion’s Classical Cabinet has 
formed teams of two women each who are 
visiting every society in the Classis. 


A Good Beginning is Half the Battle. 
A fine new young woman’s missionary so- 
ciety was organized three months ago in 
Bethany Church, York, Pa. Already the 
society has three Life Members. The mem- 
bers are exhibiting keen interest in the 
program and in the Reading Course. In 
Heidelberg ‘Church, York, the brand new 
mission band has had four meetings with 
an average attendance of 80. This band 
meets during the morning Church service. 


From a Correspondent. “To me, “Twenty 
Years at Hull House’ is one of the finest 
books of inspiration on the Reading Course 
this year. Jane Addams’ understanding of 
the word ‘neighbor’ is the finest modern 
interpretation of the word that I have 
found. If all the readers knew what an 
entertaining and helpful book it is, I am 
sure that every society would own a copy 
and the copy would be in constant use.” 


Special Gift for Baghdad. The Woman’s 
Missionary Society of St. Paul’s Church, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., regard the program of . 
their Thank Offering service as a special 
treat for members and friends. In econ- 
nection with the service, Mrs. Calvin D. 
Stoudt presented the opportunities for 
service through the American School of 
Boys in Baghdad. So well was this por- 
trayed that the Mary Ault Hoy Mission- 
ary Society of the Church, gave a special 
gift of $25 for the work. 


In Perpetuity. So far as we know, the 
recent generous recognition of the value 
of Life Membership to the individual and 
to the organization of the W. M. 8S. G. S. 
is the first in which the same individual 
conferred at the same time four Life 
Memberships in the General Society. Re- 
cently Mr. R. F. Paules, Bethany Reform- 
ed Church, York, Pa., conferred Life Mem- 
bership on his wife and on his three daugh- 
ters: Mrs. R. F. Paules, Miss Marguerite 
E. Paules, Mrs. Esther Bartell, Mrs. Eva 
P. Scott. Our general secretary, Miss Ella 
L. Klumb, writes, “My regret was that 
there were no more daughters.” The gen- 
eral secretary further writes: “I think our 
missionaries are pleased when we make 
them Life Members. Just before Miss 
Alice Traub sailed for China, I had a let- 
ter expressing her appreciation of the 
honor conferred upon her by the W. M. S., 
Tohickon Classis. Later Mrs. Calvin K. 
Staudt, honored in the same way by the 
same Classical society, expressed her joy 
and appreciation of the recognition. . . . 
This may be a good hint for other Classes 
to do likewise.” 


The Mission Band of West Milton, Pa., 
through their leader, sent a thank offering 
of $20 to the Classical treasurer. Congratu- 
lations. 


The Eva Waid Memorial Fund for Peace 
is growing: To date the W. M. 8S. G. S. 
is eredited with $130; the Lutheran women 
have contributed $200; the Congregational 
women have pledged $1,000 and the Metho- 
dist women are making a campaign 
through their members who knew Mrs. 
Waid at Chautauqua and Chambersburg. 
We hope women from our denomination 
who desire to underwrite Peace will send 
their contribution to Mrs. Herbster, our 
treasurer, : E 
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Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


GEORGE WASHINGTON’S RULES 
OF BEHAVIOR 


Text: I Timothy 3:15, “That thou may- 
est know how thou oughtest to behave 
thyself.” (Margin.) 

Behavior has much to do with the esteem 
in which a person is held by others. 
Proper behavior ought to be learned in 
childhood, and observed through the whole 
of life. St. Paul did not overlook matters 
of conduct, and in his first letter to Timo- 
thy he writes: “These things write I unto 
thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly; 
but if I tarry long, that thou mayest know 
how men ought to behave themselves in 
the house of God, which is the Church of 
the living God, the pillar and ground of 
the truth.” 

In the margin of the American Revised 
Version it is translated, “that thou may- 
est know how thou oughtest to behave thy- 
self in the house of God.” 

We all believe that men and women and 
boys and girls ought to behave themselves 
properly in the house of God, to be quiet 
and reverent, and to take proper part in 
the worship. We may be sure that any 
persons who do not know how to behave 
themselves properly in the house of God, 
will not behave well anywhere else, and 
will be thought of as lacking good man- 
ners and good breeding. 

It is said that George Washington con- 
ducted himself as a gentleman wherever 
he went. The pew in which he sat in the 
Chureh in Alexandria is still preserved, 
and we may be sure that he behaved him- 
self properly in the house of God in which 
he.was a devout worshiper. 

One of his biographers has a paragraph 
on the subject of Washington’s good be- 
havior which is so fine that I will repro- 
duce it for you, although there are a few 
big words in it. He says: “Washington’s 
intercourse with men, private and public, 
in every walk and station, was marked 
with a consistency, a fitness to occasion, 
a dignity, decorum, condescension, and 
mildness and respect for the claims of 
others, and a delicate perception of the 
nicer shades of civility, which were not 
more the dictates of his natural good sense 
and incomparable judgment than the 
fruits of a long and unwearied discipline.” 

The writer means to say that Washing- 
ton’s conduct and behavior in meeting and 
mingling with all kinds of men was al- 
ways polite and considerate, and that this 
habit of life was acquired by him by long 
and patient practice of the proper rules of 
behavior. 

When Washington was only thirteen 
years old he had gathered together in a 
notebook a number of maxims which he 
called “Rules of Behavior,” and the prac- 
tice of which helped to make him the well- 
behaved gentleman that he was. 

These rules of behavior were given in 
Appleton’s Fifth Reader, which we read 
in our high school forty-five years ago, 
and which made an impression on me 
which has remained with me through all 
these years. There are forty-nine of these 
rules, and they are arranged under five dif- 
ferent heads by the editor of the reader. 

I eannot give all of these rules today 
beeause our space will not allow it, but I 
want to give you some of the leading ones 
under each head, in the hope that they 


may be helpful to you in forming habits 
of good behavior. 


The first group of seventeen rules has 
to do with behavior in company. Some 
of the best ones are the following: 

“Hvery action in company ought to be 
with some sign of respect to those present, 

“In presence of others, sing not to your- 
self with a humming noise, nor drum with 
your fingers or feet. 

“Sleep not when others speak; sit not 
when others stand; speak not when you 
should hold your peace; walk not when 
others stop. 

“Turn not your back to others, especial- 
ly in speaking; jog not the table or desk 
on which another reads or writes; lean not 
on any one. 

“Read no letters, books, or papers in 
company; but when there is a necessity 
for doing it, you must ask leave. Come 
not near the books or writings of any one 
so as to read them, unless desired, nor 
give your opinion of them unasked; also, 
look not nigh when another is writing a 
letter. 

“Be not curious to know the affairs of 
others, neither approach to those that speak 
in private. 

“Make no show of taking great delight 
in your victuals; feed not with greediness; 
lean not on the table; neither find fault 
with what you eat. 

“Be not angry at table, whatever hap- 
pens; and if you have reason to be so, 
show it not. Put on a cheerful counte- 
nance, especially if there be strangers, for 
good humor makes one dish of meat a 
feast.” 

The second group of eight rules has to 
do with treatment of superiors in rank, 
fortune, or age. Some of them are: 

“When you meet with one of greater 
quality than yourself, stop and retire, 
especially if it be at a door or any strait 
place, to give way to him to pass. 

“In writing or speaking, give to every 
person his due title, according to his de- 
gree and the custom of the place. 

“Be not forward, but friendly and 
courteous; the first to salute, hear, and 
answer; and be not pensive when it is 
time to converse, 

“When you speak of God or His attrib- 
utes, let it be seriously, in reverence. 
Honor and obey your natural parents, al- 
though they be poor.” 

Here are a few of the third group, 
which has to do with personal appearance 
and bearing or demeanor: 

“In your apparel, be modest, and en- 
deavor to accommodate nature, rather than 
to procure admiration; keep to the fashion 
of your equals, such as are civil and or- 
derly with respect to times and places. 

“Play not the peacock, looking every- 
where about you to see if you be well 
decked, if your shoes fit well, if your 
stockings set neatly, and clothes hand- 
somely. 

“Think before you speak; pronounce not 
imperfectly, nor bring out your words too 
hastily, but orderly and distinctly. 

“Undertake not what you cannot per- 
form, but be careful to keep your promise. 

“Use no reproachful language against 
any one, neither curse, nor revile.” 

The fourth group has eight rules which 
relate to proper regard for the occasion, 
or the needs and desires of those present. 
Here are three of them: 

“Mock not nor jest at anything of im- 
portance; break no jests that are sharp- 
biting; and if you deliver anything witty 
and pleasant, abstain from laughing there- 
at yourself. 

“Associate yourselves with men of good 


quality, if you esteem your own reputa- 
tion; for it is better to be alone than in 
bad company. 

“Treat with men at fit times about busi- 
ness, and whisper not in the company of 
others.” 

The fifth and last group also has eight 
rules which relate to gossip, consideration 
to be shown toward others—those, in short, 
which are based on the Golden Rule. I 
can quote only five of them: 

“Be not hasty to believe flying reports 
to the disparagement of any. 

“Speak not injurious words, neither in 
jest nor earnest; scoff at none, although 
they give occasion. 

“Be not apt to relate news, if you know 
not the truth thereof. In discoursing of 
things you have heard, name not your au- 
thor always. <A secret discover not. 

“Show not yourself glad at the misfor- 
tune of another, though he were your 
enemy. 

“Gaze not on the marks or blemishes of 
others, and ask not how they came. What 
you speak in secret to your friend, deliver 
not before others.” 


THE MAN WE2’RE LOOKING FOR 

“Yes, ma’am, I repair and recover um- 
brellas.” 

“Fine! Go to Mrs. Dinklespoof at 123 
Tobasco Street and recover a pearl-handle 
umbrella. When you come back I'll give 
you some more addresses.”—Pathfinder. 


Box 


ANSWERS TO—10 WORDS OUT OF 20, 


Puzzle 


No. 9 
1. Washington 6. Supplant 
2. Idaho 7. Thoroughfare 
3. Warwick 8. Chairman 
4, Maryland 9. Background 
5. Enterprise 10. Newspaper 


BEHEAD THE MISSING WORDS, No. 3 


Behead each missing word once or twice 

as indicated—to find the next missing 

word. 

1. When they refused to his re- 
quest he began to until an 

slipped up his sleeve and quiet- 


ed him. 

2. First he played upon a , then 
upon a to entertain the 
Indians. 

3. When he saw a whale he began 
to because it was too far 
for him to get it. 

4. She called for the when she 
found (2) on her rose bush. 
They gave her a glass of water 


to quiet her. 
5. With his under his arm he reach- 
ed school too for his lesson, so 
he his luncheon. 
6. The morning was 


when he met 


king who was nursing an ach- 
ing 5 

7. We saw him away as he broke 
the with a bottle of 


A. M. S. 


“OQ John,” sobbed the young wife, “I had 
baked a lovely cake, and I put it on the 
back porch for the frosting to cool, and the 
d-d-dog a-a-ate it.” 

“Well, don’t ery about it, sweetheart,” 
he consoled, patting the pretty flushed 
cheek. “I know a man who will give us 
another dog.”’—Powerfax. 
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General Geo. Washington 


and Thirty Big Boys 


By Frances Margaret Fox 


There was great excitement in old New- 
port away back in March of 1781, for 
General George Washington was coming 
to town. The people of Newport wished 
to show the country’s hero that they ap- 
preciated the honor of his visit. 

Perhaps you may know that the War of 
the American Revolution, now nearing its 
close, had done terrible things to Newport. 
In the old Colony days the town had been 
a thriving, prosperous seaport, of beauti- 
ful homes and gardens. The houses of the 
rich men of Newport had been filled with 
treasures from the wide world, brought in 
ships which sailed the seven seas. But 
war came with its horrors, and now, in 
1781, the fine mansions had either been 
burned to the ground, or emptied of their 
choice furniture. 

At this time in its history, nearly all 
the people of the town were poor. Even 
so, they were determined to give General 
Washington a proper welcome. They 
wished to do everything in their power to 
honor the great man, and the French vis- 
itors gladly helped with the preparations. 

A great procession was planned for the 
evening of the holiday, as an escort for 
the General through the town. But many 
of the men and boys who wished with all 
their hearts to march in the procession, 
were too poor to buy their own torches. 
There were thirty big-little boys, who sup- 
posed that they would either have to stay 
in their houses, or tag along in the dark 
at the tail end of the great parade be- 
cause their families could not afford to buy 
torches for them. 

Now it happened that the Town Coun- 
cil of Newport also wished to have these 
boys take part in the celebration, so a 
quantity of candles were bought, by the 
Council, to be carried by all men and boys 
who, because of the war, were too poor 
to buy torches. Better yet, the thirty boys 
thus provided by the Council with candles, 
were invited to lead the procession. 

At that time the Count de Rochambeau, 
who had come overseas with the French 
fleet, had his headquarters in Newport’s 
best hotel, the Vernon House. Here Gen- 
eral Washington was to be entertained. 

The longed-for day came at last when 
the Commander-in-Chief of the American 
Army visited Newport. The French Ad- 
miral’s barge was sent to bring the Gen- 
eral across the harbor to the Newport 
dock. The French fleet fired salutes. the 
bells rang, and crowds at the dock cheered 
and cheered when Washington arrived. 
The bells rang louder and louder, men 
waved their hats and cheered, and small 
boys shouted and cheered themselves 
hoarse as General George Washington 
passed between the lines of French troops 
on his way to the Vernon House. 

And that evening, at the head of a long 
torchlight procession, the General was 
shown the town, and everyone in the 
houses along the traveled streets and all 
crowding the roadways, was given a 
chance to see his hero. 

The night was still or thirty boys might 
not have been quite so ‘happy, for each 
boy carried a lighted candle fastened on 
the end of a stick. And not one blazing 
candle flickered out. 

So thirty boys, each carrying a candle 
at the top of a stick, led the procession. 
Directly behind them came General Wash- 
ington followed by Rochambeau and his 
escort, and many others, who formed part 
of the famous parade. 

On through the town went the line of 
thirty bright candles held by proud boys 
who kept perfect step to the beating of 
drums, as they marched through street 
after street of their town, and returned 
at last to the Vernon House. 


CHURCH 


Then came the happy surprise. For 
General Washington, standing on the steps 
of the Vernon House, made a delightful 
speech in which he thanked his candle 
bearers. The thirty boys were so thrilled 
by this honor that they felt as if they 
were dreaming. 

But there was one little fellow who was 
disappointed. He had wished to march in 
the procession with the big boys, but was 
too small to hold a candle high enough. 
When the General made his speech to the 
candle bearers, this small brother wished 
to see the great one of whom he had heard 
so much, So, just as the General ceased 
speaking, his father lifted him in his arms. 
And when he saw the General, that little 
boy was so disappointed that before any 
one thought of stopping him, he cried out 
in a high, shrill voice that carried far in 
the still night air: 

“Why, father, Washington is nothing 
but a man!” 

They tell us that General George Wash- 
ington smiled and answered the small 
brother in these words: 

“Yes, my lad, and nothing but a man!” 
Then he went into the house to attend a 
fine ball given in his honor. 

Thus ended a never-to-be-forgotten day 
for fifty boys and one little brother, of old 
Newport. 

(All rights reserved) 


“Have you heard about the meanest 
man in the world?” 

“Yea. He throws chewing-gum in the 
streets for Austins to get stuck on,”— 
Yellow Crab. 


Little Louise was lost on the street and 
was brought into the police station. The 
officers tried in every way to learn her 
name. Finally one of the officers said: 

“What names does your mother call your 
father?” 

“Why,” said Louise, very innocently, 
“she don’t call him any names; she likes 
him.”—Association Men. 


Birthday Greetings 


By Alliene 8. De Chant 


Your Birthday Lady wants to talk about 
very small folks this week, and how I wish 
I could print the picture of each of them! 
There’s Katherine McCreary Hollenbach, 


Mary Jane Pickering 


who came to Manchester, Md., Sept. 26, 
1930, to share our Reformed Church par- 
sonage with John §. Hollenbach, Jr., aged 
7, and Alice Eleanor. aged 38. There’s 
Baby Dolores Jean Harkings, Pittsburgh 


? 


THE PASTOR SAYS 

By John Andrew Holmes 
To some, life is a wild ride; to 
others, it is an august pilgrimage. 
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whose mother has done much for our Girls’ 

Missionary Guilds of Pittsburgh Synod, 

and whose father is so eager to become a 

minister that he spends long hours in a 

bank and goes to college at night. And 

Mary Jane Pickering, a member of the 

Cradle Roll department of Dr. Dundore’s 

Church, Greenville, Pa., turned two on 

February 2. There are about 380 pounds . 
of Mary Jane, her neighbor, Mrs. Philip 
Huth, says, and her eyes are blue. She’s 
just starting to talk, and guess how she 
told Mrs. Huth that she’s been to the 
barbershop! She put her hand over her 
hair and peeked through her fingers and 
said “Bawl!” So here’s “Babes and Just 
Turned Two” greetings to all my boys and 
girls who have loving mothers and busy, 
earnest fathers, and kind neighbors like 
Mrs. Philip Huth. 

P. S. The newest baby I saw in China, 
was the daughter of our Professor Gwoh 
Fah Tien, of Huping College, Dr. Hoy’s 
secretary, and one of God’s most earnest 
Christians. How rejoiced I was, therefore, 
to receive this word from Mr. Gwoh: “On 
October 11, at 8.30 P. M., another girlie 
baby came to us, a distinct contrast to its 
sister, weighing 11 pounds! You perhaps 
still remember how much the older weigh- 
ed at its first appearance. But people keep 
on saying that it looks exactly like its 
sister.” Professor Gwoh mailed his good 
news on December 5, and three days after 
Christmas, Dr. Bartholomew had a cable- 
gram saying that Mr. Gwoh had died of 
typhoid fever. Let us therefore remember 
the new baby and her sister in our prayers 
and ask God to comfort Mrs. Gwoh. Let 
us thank God too for Mr. Gwoh, for his 
life of loving service. 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


WHY SOME CHILDREN FAIL IN 
SCHOOL WORK 


Mrs. Mary Graham Andrews 


Parents often come to me, as principal, 
confiding their worries. “My child is fail- 
ing,’ a mother will say. She naturally 
feels unhappy about it. Both parents will 
upbraid the teacher, criticize the school 
and lament that their child is dull. They 
mean well. 

But parents with children who are fail- 
ing need to help those children. They 
need to execute definite steps of aid, not 
just intend to help, for it takes more than 
good intentions to make good parents. 
First, they should find out whether their 
child is in good health, then have the 
child visit the family dentist and, if pos- 
sible, a psychologist. It may be that their 
child is mixed up in his ideas about this 
perplexing school business with its many 
subjeets and activities. 

Recently, Mary, a very bright eight- 
year-old girl, failed to be promoted. The 
child had been awarded the prize as the 
healthiest pupil in her school. Why had 
she failed? ‘The clue was found in the 
child’s question, “Mother, why wasn’t I 
born smart, so I wouldn’t have to go to 
school?” 

The mother asked, “What do you think 
schools are for, Mary?” 

“For those who don’t know, for dumb- 
bells, for those who were not born smart. 
That’s the reason I hate to go to school. 
That’s why I won’t study. Geel J 
wish I had been born smart like you and 
Dad,” was the child’s surprising answer. 

Mother became interested and question- 
ed her daughter further. The ehild had 
overheard many discussions by her mother’s 
guests. Some of these concerned the sub- 
normal and the gifted child. She had been 
confused and perplexed and concluded that 


only the stupid were sent to school. There-~ _ 
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‘ndice nd resented Mary was learning to swim. Her mother taught her Mother how to float. That 
eee Seer talinte, in her les- did not know how, so she decided to take evening, Mother took Mary on her lap 
sons, was not a school problem at all; it lessons with the child. Mary loved the and they discussed the matter. 
was a home problem. How to change her water and learned to swim quickly; her You think Mother is SILA’, but you 
erroneous idea needed serious considera- Mother was afraid of the water and it taught me how to float. No matter how 


aT eit was a difficult task for her. Mary finally smart you are, you must learn how to do 
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things. Now that is just what we have 
schools for.” 
As soon as Mary understood, she was 


eager to make up her school work that 
summer. She did it, and she led her class 
in scholarship the next year. : 

What many failing children need is 
more explanation about school and its ac- 
tivities. Adults and teachers alike take 
too much for granted. Children need to 
know just where they are going in school, 
what they are going for and what steps 
are necessary to take to get there. They 
should feel free to ask the questions that 
perplex them. 

In my desk are the testimonies of hun- 
dreds of children who confide that their 
parents tell them to “shut up” and not 
bother them with questions. In some 
eases the “shut up” has been emphasized 
with a humiliating slap. Some children 
say teachers have told them to “sit down” 
and “be still”, to cease asking questions. 
Thus parents and teachers dam up and cut 
off from them springs of learning. We 
should encourage children to ask intelli- 
gent questions. We should answer them 
and explain away their perplexities. 

(Watch for an article on another phase 
of the school problem, in our next issue: 
“The Idler” by Lorena Daniel Solberg.) 


“The new developments in the psychol- 
ogy of childhood make the necessity of 
kindergartens very much greater. Edwin 
L. Holton, Head, Department of Educa- 
tion, Kansas State Agricultural College. 

In the kindergarten right habits of 
thought and action are formed. If there 
is no kindergarten in your school, write 
to the National Kindergarten Association, 
8 West Fortieth Street, New York. 


NOT THAT KIND 


The old-fashioned farmer was hard to 
convinee. 

“No,” declared he. 
contraption in my house. 
bad things.” 

“Oh, but father,’ protested his daugh- 
ter, “this is an upright piano.”—Edinburgh 
Scotsman. 


The Family Altar 


By Prof. H. H. Wernecke 


“Y’ll have no such 
Pianners are 


HELP FOR WEEK OF FEB. 23-MAR,. 1 


Practical Thought: “The harvest indeed 
is plenteous but the laborers are few; pray 
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 
He send forth laborers into His harvest.” 

Memory Hymn: “The Whole Wide World 
for Jesus’—524 in Hymnal of the Reform- 
ed Church, 


Prayer for Children: 
Tired with work and play, 
To my Saviour now I pray: 
Let this little child be blest, 
Give me peaceful sleep and rest. Amen. 


Monday—tThe Twelve Sent Forth 
Luke 9:1-6 

Up to this time the Twelve had heen 
disciples, learners; now they are to be 
apostles, messengers. For a considerable 
time they had journeyed with Jesus, had 
heard His marvelous messages and seen 
His wonderful works. Now they are sent 
forth to preach the kingdom of God and to 
heal the sick. These twelve were the su- 
preme representatives of the servants of 
the Lord throughout the history of the 
Church who have continued the work and 
have made known His message in all lands. 
They are to be concerned ahout the mental 
and physical conditions of mankind but 
their supreme purpose is to bring the mes- 
sage of the gospel. If there is any greater 
work than preaching, it is to prepare 
preachers. Though we cannot all go to 
preach the gospel, we can all have a part 


in providing for the training of others. 
Though we may well hesitate to draw a 
parallel between Jesus training the Twelve 
and our theological seminaries, their task 
is very similar and as the most funda- 
mental work of the Church deserves our 
whole-hearted interest and prayers. 

Prayer: Gracious God, we thank Thee for 
Thy providence that has brought the mes- 
sage of Thy love into our lives. Keep 
alive and intensify our zeal to extend this 
saving gospel unto the ends of the earth, 
Amen. 


Tuesday—The Seventy Sent Forth 
Luke 10:1-11 


Jesus chose these Seventy because the 
work was so great and the laborers so few. 
Even now the same condition prevails, the 
work seems to be only begun. Less than 
one-third of the world’s population is even 
nominally Christian after 2,000 years of 
missionary efforts. Personal directions 
were given these Seventy. They were not 
lured into this service with the promise of 
easy work and a large salary but were 
warned that they were going out as lambs 
among wolves. If the Church meets with 
relatively little opposition today, at least 
so far as individual congregations are con- 
cerned, is it because the people have been 
thoroughly Christianized or because the 
Church has adapted itself to the desires of 
the people? Of course those ministers of 
Christ who today continue the high stand- 
ard Jesus has set before us will find that 
the reception of the gospel message is not 
universal. But even though the message 
is not always accepted immediately, those 
who refuse to accept the gracious offer of 
salvation, will always know that the king- 
dom of God is come nigh. 

Prayer: We rejoice, O Father, that Thou 
hast been pleased to bless the sending out 
of servants in Thy name. Help us at all 
times to feel a vital interest in our pastors 
and missionaries, supporting them by our 
prayers and ecouraging them in their dif- 
ficult but glorious tasks. Amen. 


Wednesday—Experiences of the Early 
Missionaries. Luke 10:17-24 


Joy is the keynote of the report the 
Seventy bring to Jesus. When they notic- 
ed the power of the gospel in subduing the 
spirits of evil into subjection, they were 
highly encouraged. To be privileged to 
observe the power of God into salvation 
today gives equal cause for joy. Mission- 
aries relate similar experiences in our 
time. Here at home the contrast between 
the old hfe and the new is generally not 
so striking but when the influence of the 
Church in a community recedes, the dif- 
ference is immediately noticeable. The joy 
of missionaries, or let us say messengers, 
at home and abroad, becomes sacred when 
they remember that our Lord Himself shar- 
ed in the exultation of His followers as is 
indicated in this prayer of Ee ing to 
the Father. 

Prayer: We thank Thee O Lord, that we 
may joy before Thee according to the joy 
in harvest. Cause the joy of service to 
become so manifest that increasing num- 
bers may say, Here am I, O Lord, send 
me, Amen. 


Thursday—Hlements Vital to Christian 
Missions. Luke 24:44-49 


The last words of a friend leaving us are 
frequently the most treasured. These last 
words of Jesus spoken some time during 
the forty days between His resurrection 
and ascension are filled with important 
truths. We have here a reference to ,the 
Scriptures as containing authoritative mes- 
sages concerning Christ. The central 
truths of this message are the death and 
resurrection in virtue of which repentance 
and forgiveness of sins can be preached. 
This great message is to be made known 
by all the followers of Christ as His mes- 
sengers and the power for this great task 
is the Holy Spirit. An authoritative reve- 
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lation, a crucified and resurrected Re- 
deemer, Spirit-filled messengers to proclaim 
the Good News—when these were firmly 
and universally accepted by the Church, 
missions prospered, No obstacles were too 
great to be overcome. 

Prayer: We thank Thee, O Christ, for 
the simple message that has brought joy 
unspeakable into the hearts of millions of 
people. Grant that Thou mayest be pro- 
claimed as the crucified and resurrected 
Redeemer in order that other millions may 
find similar peace and joy. 


Friday—Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch. 
Acts 8:26-38 
In Philip are illustrated three forms of 
evangelistic service. In Samaria we find 
him preaching to thousands, on the way to: 
Gaza in the desert of Judea he speaks to: 
one man, and later he is pictured as the 
host who is entertaining missionaries and 
training his daughters to testify for Christ. 
It is with his service as a personal worker 
that this Scripture selection deals. We 
note that in the case of Philip there was 
special divine guidance, an angel spoke to 
Philip and the Spirit commanded him to go 
near. He found the way prepared and so 
could immediately proclaim Jesus as the 
suffering Savior. For such as are willing 
in private personal conversation to “do 
the work of an evangelist” and follow 
divine guidance, surprising openings for 
testimony are certain to appear. 
Prayer: 
Shall we whose souls are lighted 
With wisdom from on high, 
Shall we, to men benighted, 
The lamp of life deny? 
Dear Jesus, hasten the day when all 
mankind shall know Thee. Amen. 


Saturday: Entrusted with the Gospel 
I Thes. 2:1-9 


A conscientious person is more concerned 
about that which he holds in trust for 
others than about his own. If anything 
happens to our property, it is of little con- 
cern to others. To be responsible for one’s 
own children is one thing; to be entrusted 
with the care of a neighbor’s or relative’s. 
child even for a day, brings with it some 
special concern. Paul, Silvanus and Timo- - 
thy knew themselves to be entrusted with 
the Gospel. This sense of sacred obliga- 
tion caused them to labor so unselfishly 
and self-sacrificingly “not as pleasing men, 
but God who approveth our hearts” that 
they could say, “we are well pleased to: 
impart unto you not the Gospel of God 
only, but also our own souls,” because you! 
were become very dear to us.” What a 
noble example of faithful stewardship! 

Prayer: Of all Thy gifts unto us, O 
Father, we would specially praise Thee for 
the unspeakable gift, Thy Son. May we 
exalt Him by making Him known over all 
the earth. Amen. 


Sunday—tThe Missionary and His Message 
Rom. 10:8-15 


In contrast with ceremonial or legal ob- 
servances, in contrast with all miraculous 
appearances, the apostle here magnifies the 
reading and preaching of the gospel as the 
divine method for salvation. But how is 
this gospel of God’s simple plan of salva- 
tion to be brought to those who have not 
heard it? There is only one answer, “Ye 
shall be My witnesses.” Christians must 
carry it further. Consecrated life is most 
important but consecrated money, too, is 
needed. The savings of one humble woman 
educated six young men to preach the gos- 
pel in Oriental lands. <A wealthy man 
through his gifts was able to provide for 
men and Christian institutions in 250 dif- 
ferent places. 

Prayer: 

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Does His successive journeys run; 
His kingdom stretch from shore to shever 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.— 
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26TH ANNUAL MEETING 
BOARD OF MINISTERIAL RELIEF 
FEBRUARY 4-5, 1931 


The one outstanding news 
this annual meeting, the one item 
will meet with the appreciation 
most hearty approval of all the bank- 
ers and business men of the _ entire 
Reformed Church, is the statement 
that the Board of Relief with more than 
One Million Dollars in its Sustentation 
Fund, has placed all its bonds and nego- 
tiable securities in the care and keeping 
of the Pennsylvania Company for Insur- 
ances on Lives and Granting Annuities, 
said company to be the custodian and 
guardian of the funds. 

This is one of the outstanding banking 
houses in the United States. It has assets 
of $270,877,417.43. It will have charge of 
these funds. This relieves our treasurer 
and finance committee of a great respon- 
sibility and assures the absolute protection 
and safety of these funds of the Church. 
This will make but little less work for the 
treasurer and the office, as they must keep 
in touch with all congregations, Classes and 
Synods in the collection of funds and man- 
agement of the business. 

Another important item was the unani- 
mous selection of Elder Edward Dirks, a 
prominent business man of Indianapolis, 
to fill the unexpired term of the late Edwin 
H. Marcus, of Louisville, Ky., representing 
the Midwest Synod. 

The Board directed our treasurer to send 
a check for $100 to a minister’s widow as 
soon as we learn of her husband’s death. 
We trust that our informants and other 
ministers will be very prompt in letting us 
know of such cases. 

In spite of crop failures, business depres- 
sion, unemployment and bank failures, the 
Board has had a very successful year. The 
total assets of the Board and Society in- 
creased $116,725.61. Less than 414% of 
the receipts went for overhead expenses. 

In the Relief Department our Board 
gave annuities to 269 persons in 1930, 16 
more than in 1929 and 51 more than in 
1928. Our Board paid $77,542.14 to the 
269 annuitants, $5,106.68 more than in 
1929 and $17,210.23 more than in 1928. 
The Relief Apportionment received for 
1930 was $68,412.01, which was $2,290.23 
less than in 1929 and $7,415.74 less than in 
1928. In 1930 we gave $9,112.13 more in 
annuities than we received from the Appor- 
tionment and from the Society of Relief, 
from which we received $5,344.70. 

Because of the increased number of an- 
nuitants and the decreased amount of 
money received on the Apportionment, it 
is necessary to reduce the amounts paid to 
some of our aged ministers and their 
widows. Some have kindly written us say- 
ing that they could get along on $25, $50 
or $100 less. 

One dear brother to whom 
has paid several thousand dollars in 
Relief wrote to us saying that if the 
Board would stop paying fat salaries to 
its officers there would be plenty of money 
for all the annuitants. Inasmuch as there 
are no “fat salaries” and the officers re- 
ceive about one-half what the Boards of 
other denominations pay their officers, and 
the members of the Board and Finance 
Committee serve the Church without one 
dollar of compensation; and inasmuch as 
not one dollar of the Apportionment is 
used for officers’ salaries, the dear brother 
is beside the mark. To be truthful and 
honest, he should write to the Board and 
get the facts before circulating false and 
misleading statements. 

And now our great work is to concen- 
trate all our energies on the Completion 
of our Sustentation Fund before the next 
meeting of General Synod. 

If you have not completed this fund, will 
you not go to work at once? Do not wait 
until next fall or winter. That may be too 
late. The Board is ready to render you 
every possible assistance; but you as min- 
isters and Consistories hold the key to 


item of 
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the Board 
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your own fields. For the sake of our 
Church and the future welfare of min- 


isters, we trust you will be very prompt 
in responding to this call, 


J. W. Meminger, Secretary. 


NOT A FORWARD MOVEMENT 
By August T. Brust 


I want to compliment the editor of the 
“Retormed Church Messenger” on the fine 
editorial, headed “A Backward Step,” in 
the issue of January 1, in which he con- 
demns the attitude of our Church towards 
the proposed union with the United 
Brethren in Christ and the Evangelical 
Synod of North America. Likewise the 
letter to the editor, signed “A Pastor,” and 
published in the “Messenger” of February 
5, has a very strong appeal for one who 
has been hopeful that our denomination 
would go forward on this question of union 
and not backward. It is very disappoint- 
ing to a layman interested enough in our 
Church to want to see it progress and 
grow and become active, to find that it 
refuses to hold out the hand of fellowship 
to sister denominations. I think we have 
made a grievous error, but am still hope- 
ful that before our denomination dies a 
natural death it may awake in time. We 
have not kept step with the times; that is 
one reason why I believe we are where 
we are today. 

I do not know where lies the blame 
for the failure of our Church to accept the 
plan of union. I have read in the “Mes- 
senger,’ however, from time to time of 
objections to this plan of union because of 
either some difference in creed or denomi- 
national belief, or some other little thing 
which I suspect is due to some of our good 
ministers who for some sentimental reason 
would rather put this stumbling block in 
the way of union and consequent denomi- 
national growth than see the Church ad- 
vanee. Our Church is too hide-bound. I 
believe most of the laymen are disgusted 
with some of our clergymen choking on 
the gnat of denominationalism and swal- 
lowing our own camel of selfish creedal 
doctrines and teachings. 

On February 8, we celebrated Foreign 
Mission Day. To me it is rather ironical 
that our denomination should do this. How 
can we honestly and as Christians go into 
a foreign field and preach Jesus Christ 
when we can’t agree as between our own 
denomination and two others, on a com- 
mon belief in or basis for understanding 
of His Word? A militant Church! When 
will we ever have it? We talk it and urge 
it and to date our principal militancy has 
been a fight to keep out of Church union, 
to keep out of debt, to pay Apportionments, 
meet current expenses and go to Church 
twice on Sunday. Is that a militant 
‘Church ? 

I believe that if the question of union 
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were left to the layman it would not be 
long in being settled. The layman cares 
little about creeds and beliefs and denomi- 
nationalism and Church history. What he 
thinks about more is how to live properly 
today and finally have life eternal. Does 
our denomination give us any better assur- 
ances of reaching heaven than the United 
Brethren or the Evangelical Synod? If it 
does, the layman has not been told of it; 
if it doesn’t, it ought to be doing some- 
thing about it. 

I may be called a fault-finder. Perhaps 
I am, if criticising our Committee on the 
Plan of Union is to be called fault-finding. 
But I do not believe many of our ministers 
sense the pulses of their people. J am con- 
vinced that we have made a mistake. Why 
we became so cold towards a_ project 
which we, at its inception, entertained so 
warmly, I, of course, have no means of 
knowing. If we want to stay within our 
denominational confines we will never get 
anywhere. Our total Church membership 
is proof enough of where we are heading. 
We ask what is wrong with the Church. 
Probably you can get as many different 
answers as there are questions. Our atti- 
tude on Church union, it seems to me, is 
one thing that is wrong. If our denomina- 
tion wants to stay stiff and cold and aloof 
by holding it is better than two other 
denominations, rather than meet them on 
some ground of equality, then we will con- 
tinue to go back and not forward. This 
has not been a forward movement. 

If the average man in the street knew 
anything about this plan of Church union, 
I wonder what he would think of our atti- 
tude towards it. Would a man want to 
become a part of a Christian Church that 
considered its “forms” so precious as to 
be unwilling to abandon even some part 
of them in order to meet two sister denomi- 
nations on a common ground? You would 
have a hard time trying to convince him 
that our way to salvation was any better 
than the way of the United Brethren or 
the Evangelical Synod. We virtually say 
to these other two denominations, “We 
can’t admit to or confess a common belief 
in the Word of God with you.” Think of 
a Christian denomination saying that. 

And next Sunday the ones responsible 
for the failure of this movement will go to 
Chureh and sing, “The Whole Wide World 
for Jesus.” 


) 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Second Sunday in Lent 
March 1, 1931 
Jesus Sending Forth Missionaries 
Luke 9:1-10:24 
Golden Text: The harvest truly is great, 
but the laborers are few: pray ye there- 
fore the Lord of the harvest, that He 
would send forth laborers into His harvest. 
Luke 10:2. 
Lesson Outline: 1. Their Character. 2. 
Their Career. 
In our previous lesson we studied Jesus 
Himself, the great Missionary. There came 


a time in His busy life when He chose 
helpers from among His followers. The 
spiritual desolation of the multitudes mov- 
ed Him with compassion. In order to 
reach and teach them He needed helpers 
in His redemptive ministry, heralds of the 
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good news of God’s Kingdom. First He 
commissioned twelve of His most loyal 
disciples, and then He appointed seventy 
others. They went out in pairs of two, 
as ambassadors of the King, into regions 
which Jesus could not visit personally. 
Very naturally, a permanent interest at- 
taches to these men, for they form the 
nucleus of the Church. What determined 
their choice? What was their equipment 
for the task? What instructions and or- 
ders did Jesus give them for their guid- 
ance? The right answers to such ques- 
tions should throw some welcome light on 
present problems. What constitutes a call 
to the ministry, whether at home or in 
foreign lands? And what is the work min- 
isters and missionaries are called to do? 


Let us consider the character of the 
men whom Christ chose, and their career. 


I. Their Character. Jesus had reached 
the height of His brief popularity. Multi- 
tudes of the common people were attracted 
by His gracious ministry to soul and body. 
His holiness and gentleness, His wisdom 
and love cast their potent spell on many 
yearning hearts. Their souls needed the 
bread of life; peace and power, cleansing 
and girding. And Jesus gave it to them. 
Somehow, men found in Him the life 
abundant. 


Doubtless there were many who followed 
Jesus from mixed motives. Some came be- 
cause they saw in Him the expected mili- 
tary Messiah, hoping that He would break 
the galling yoke of Roman bondage. Others 
were drawn by the loaves and fishes. We 
may still find such men in our Churches, 
as followers of Jesus. The are fanatics 
who claim His sanction and support for 
their various fixed ideas. And there are 
others who expect their religion to pay 
eash-dividends in material blessings, for- 
getting that the Kingdom of God is not 
meat nor drink. 


But in the retinue of Jesus there were 
also rare souls, men of deep spiritual aspir- 
ation and of great moral courage, who left 
all to follow Him. They renounced family 
and fortune, and they faced hardship and 
danger to become the disciples of this 
itinerant prophet. And, gradually, a sift- 
ing process took place. Those who came 
from mere curiosity, or with mixed motives, 
faltered in their fellowship. When the 
true import of His message and ministry 
dawned upon them, they walked with Him 
no more. They were “disappointed,” and 
“disillusioned.” What they really wanted 
most of all, Jesus did not give them. And 
what they needed most of all, they did not 
greatly want. So they left Jesus. And 
for the same reason, precisely, men still 
leave the Church. 

But there were others whose attachment 
to Jesus grew firmer and purer the longer 
they walked with Him. True, their under- 
standing of His Messiahship was very im- 
perfect, and remained so to the end, but 
their love of the Master was perfect. With 
their heart they understood Him, and re- 
sponded to Him. 

And their personal devotion to Him was 
not an instantaneous act that came with a 
sudden rush and flash, as if by magic. It 
was a gradual and a growing experience. 
It had its progressive stages, beginning 
with their early acquaintance with Jesus 
when He began His public ministry (John 
1:19-51). Then came a period of inter- 
mittent fellowship, and, finally, their per- 
manent attachment to His cause, when 
they were ready to obey the summons of 
the Master to leave all and follow Him. 
Thus, their admiration of a great Teacher 
had ripened into an adoration of the 
Saviour of mankind. Through personal 
fellowship with Jesus they attained faith 
in Him as their Lord and Master. 

Such was_the experience and the char- 
acter of the men whom Jesus chose as His 
helpers. Their personal faith, the outcome 
of their vital experience, fitted them for 
service in His cause. 

And that still remains the divine order 


of discipleship. Only through personal 
fellowship with Christ do men come to 
believe in His divine Saviourhood. And 
only such vital experience fits men for 
service in the Kingdom. That is the ordi- 
nation and consecration that is essential. 
It is inward and spiritual. Men become 
true disciples of Jesus. ministers, mission- 
aries, only through their personal experi- 
ence of the love of God manifested by 
Christ. They must fellowship with His 
Spirit, in their thought and work. They 
must associate and co-operate with Him, 
as He lives today in His gospel, His 
Church, and in history. Only thus can men 
achieve a personal faith in Jesus Christ as 
the Saviour of mankind. And thus alone 
are they fitted to become helpers in His 
redemptive ministry. All other tests and 
rules of ordination and consecration must 
be regarded as man-made, and, therefore, 
subordinate, whether it be the “apostolic 
succession” or some creedal criterion. 

The definite appointment of these men 
as the helpers of Jesus is the first step 
towards the formation of an organization 
to carry on the work of the Master. So 
much, and no more, Jesus did to found a 
Church for the promotion of His ministry. 

This earliest nucleus of the Church con- 
sisted of plain, pious men, whose choice 
rested solely upon their loyalty to Jesus. 
Of the seventy, we know nothing at all; 
and of the twelve, very little. . Yet we 
know enough to warrant the conclusion 
that they were men of like passion with 
us. The Master made them His helpers and 
ambassadors, not because they were per- 
fect and infallible, but because their faith 
and love fitted them for service. The gold 
in them was alloyed with much dross. In 
most of them, the fire of love refined this 
gold of their character, but not in all. We 
know definitely that in one of them, at 
least, faith waned and love cooled, while 
greed and worldliness waxed stronger. 
Though Jesus loved Judas and chose him 
like the rest, yet sin conquered him. Men 
are chosen for their possibilities and poten- 
tialities, not for their attainments. But 
even in the apostolate the chosen ones 
may work evil. So there are men in the 
ministry who wear the livery of the King- 
dom, but they do not serve its Master. 
But the ratio is still as it was in the begin- 
ning—one Judas among twelve disciples. 

II. Their Career. These seventy chosen 
men Jesus sent forth. Their sole ordina- 
tion was the authoritative commission of 
their Master. They received no formal 
ecclesiastical credentials for their mission. 
Their spiritual equipment, their faith and 
their character, constituted their author- 
ity. And, thus equipped, Jesus bade them 
go forth into the harvest. 

Their mission was twofold. It consisted 
of a message and of a ministry. Like Jesus 
Himself, they were to proclaim to men the 
good news of the Kingdom of God, and 
they were to help and heal men in their 
misery. 

That is still the mission of the disciples 
of Jesus. They are the heralds of the 
Kingdom, and the helpers and healers of 
mankind. The greatest and divinest min- 
istry of the Church is the foolishness of 
preaching the gospel. We hear much, these 
days, of adapting the Church to the needs 
of our age. But if adaptation means the 
substitution of anything whatsoever for 
the message of Christ, it will only spell 
loss both for the Church and for mankind. 
Certainly, the world needs many things 
badly. It needs more morality, more cul- 
ture, more economic justic, more interna- 
tional good-will. But the surest and swift- 
est way to get all these reformations is by 
the transformation of men. And that is 
the supreme mission of the Church, to call 
men to repentance and faith that they 
may become new creatures in Christ Jesus. 

Accompanying their message of salva- 
tion, demanding faith and repentance, was 
the beneficent social ministry of the sev- 
enty. Philanthropy interpreted their teach- 
ing, and reinforced their preaching, A 
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physical ministry supplemented their spir- 
itual mission. Though secondary, this part 
of their work was by no means unimpor- 
tant. There have been times when the 
Church has neglected this aspect of her 
divine mission, addressing herself too ex- 
clusively to the spiritual and eternal needs 
of men, and forgetting their material and 
temporal welfare. Today we are more 
nearly following the example of Christ, and 
of His first helpers. His Spirit has taught 
us that, in reality, all matters that con- 
cern men are spiritual, work and wages 
no less than worship. So closely are body 
and soul linked together that their mutual 
interest is inseparable. So intimate is the 
relation between the economic welfare of 
a family and its spiritual life that the care 
and cure of the latter is impossible with- 
out deep concern for the former. Hap- 
pily, the social mission and ministry of 
the Church needs no defense today. What 
we all need is more of the social passion 
of Christ, and more of His ministry to all 
the needs of men. 

Jesus also gave these seventy helpers 
certain rules of conduct when He sent 
them forth. He warned them against the 
mercenary spirit. Freely they had receiv- 
ed, and freely they were to give. They 
were to avoid needless anxiety about their 
support. The laborer is worthy of his hire, 
and may count on receiving it. They were. 
to carry themselves with a dignity and 
wisdom befitting the heralds of the King- 
dom. The unworthy were to be shunned. 
In every community they were bidden to 
find a host of good character. And under 
all cireumstances and conditions they were 
to be courteous and urgent. Added to these 
instructions was the promise of a rich re- 
ward to those who would receive these 
chosen representatives of Jesus. 


It is obvious that these rules of conduct 
are clothed in the language of that remote 
age, and primarily adapted to contem- 
porary customs and conditions. We must 
not attempt to apply them literally today, 
as though they were a fixed manual of 
ministerial conduct and of ecclesiastical 
method for all time. It is the spirit that 
concerns us, not the letter. And that un- 
derlying spirit remains valid today. Now 
as then, the servants of Christ dare not 
be mercenaries, nor should they be mendi- 
cants. They are laborers worthy of a hire 
that will enable them to pursue their call- 
ing, and to fulfill their duties to their fam- 
ilies and to their fellowmen without eco- 
nomi¢ anxiety and distress. And they must 
be tactful and dignified, urgent and hope- 
ful in their high calling, in the assurance 
that they are the ambassadors of the King 
of Kings. All that God requires of them 
is that they be faithful. Their success 
depends, ultimately, upon those who hear 
the message. Theirs is the promise, and 
theirs is the menace. Jesus cried woe 
upon the cities that would not receive His 
heralds. But “if the son of peace’ were 
in whatever house they entered, “your 
peace shall rest upon it.” 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIO 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


March 1: What Jesus Teaches About God 
Our Father. John 4:23-26 


In preparing for this topic one should 
take his New Testament and read care- 
fully the four Gospels, wherein most of 
the teachings of Jesus are recorded, and 
write out the references to God the Father. 
By so doing one will instantly discover 
that most of the teachings of Jesus about 
God the Father are found in the Gospel 
according to St. John. There are only a 
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few of them in Mark, only a few in Luke. 
Matthew has a few more, but John has 
more than all the others combined. Mat- 
thew uses the phrase, “Father which is in 
heaven.” So does Mark, while John never 
uses that phrase. Matthew and Mark 
nearly always make Jesus say, “Your 
Father,’ or “Our Father,’ whereas John 
never uses those phrases. He almost al- 
ways uses “The Father” or “My Father.” 
Onee Mark uses “Abba Father,’ and 
“Righteous Father.” It is, therefore, evi- 
dent that we must go to John’s Gospel if 
we would get the full import of the teach- 
ings of Jesus about God the Father. John 
has been called the Apostle of love; he 
leaned upon the bosom of Jesus and in his 
Gospel he seeks to interpret the mind of 
Christ, whereas the other Gospel writers 
sought to give a narrative of the activi- 
ties, the doings of Jesus. 

Jesus revealed God as Father. In John’s 
Gospel Jesus spake more of the Father 
than of Himself. When He did speak of 
Himself it was almost always in His rela- 
tion to the Father. This was a new reve- 
lation of God to the world. The prophets 
and the Old Testament writers never knew 
God as Father in the same sense in which 
Jesus declared Him. 

Jesus first of all revealed the greatness 
of the Father. He said, “My Father is 
greater than all.” “My Father is greater 
than J.” The Jews always thought of God 
as a great God. He was above all gods. 
He was greater than the works of His 
hands. He was enthroned above the 
heavens. Heaven was His throne and the 
earth His footstool. They said: “Great is 
Jehovah and greatly to be praised.” He 
was almighty, all powerful. He had to be 
feared and men trembled before Him and 
were awed in His presence. But the great- 
ness of the Father which Jesus taught was 
of a different character. The Father’s 
greatness consisted of His holiness, His 
goodness, His kindness, His love, His 
merey. It was a greatness which drew 
men unto Him and not drove them away 
from Him. The Father’s greatness evoked 
a sense of greatness in others and revealed 
to them the value which God placed upon 
their lives. 

Second, Jesus revealed the goodness of 
the Father. He said, “The Father loveth 
the Son and: hath given all things into 
His hand.” “The Father loveth the Son 
and showeth Him all things.” Jesus thus 
showed the heart of the Father. “The heart 
of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind.” 
The Father cares for His children more 
than earthly parents do for their children. 
He gives them all things that they need. 
“My father giveth you the true bread.” 
This was a new revelation of God to the 
world. The Father was a God of love. 
“God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son.” God in the teachings 
of Jesus is not a deity that is angry and 
sullen and must be appeased with blood 
and gifts, but one who out of the goodness 
of His heart forgives His children and 
gives them whatever they need for body 
and soul, The Father’s face is toward His 
children and not turned away from them. 
The goodness of man is inspired by the 
goodness of the Father. Men love Him 
because He loves them. They worship Him 
because the Father seeketh such to worship 
Him. 

Third, Jesus revealed the activity of the 
Father. “My Father worketh hitherto and 
I work.” God did not wind up this uni- 
verse like a clock and then retire to some 
far off abode. But He is active here and 
now. His work is not done. “The works 
which the Father hath given me, I do.” 
How often Jesus used the phrase, “The 
Father that sent Me!” “The Father rais- 
eth up the dead.” “The Father hath life 
in Himself.” “The Father shall send you 
another Comforter.” In many phrases of 
a similar character Jesus sets forth the 
fact that the Father has a work which 
needs to be done, and Jesus felt that He 
was sent to do that work. He brought 
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His will into accord with that of the 
Father and said, “I and My Father are 
one.” 

It was no wonder, therefore, that the 
disciples on one occasion said to Jesus, 
“Shew us the Father and it sufficeth us,” 
and on another occasion “they understood 
not that He spake to them of the Father.” 

The word “Father” was thus forever on 
the lips of Jesus. When a boy twelve 
years of age He said, “Wist ye not that I 
must be about My Father’s business?” He 
always spoke of the Father. He taught 
His disciples to pray, saying, “Our 
Father.” He Himself prayed, “O Holy 
Father,’ “O Righteous Father.” “Father, 
let this cup pass from Me.” On the eross 
His first words were, “Father, forgive 
them,” and His last words were, “Father, 
into Thy hands I commend My spirit.” He 
spoke of heaven as “My Father’s house” 
in which there are many mansions. 

In the word “Father” Jesus gave the 
highest and fullest interpretation of God. 
All that God is, all that He does, is ex- 
pressed in that one word which Jesus used 
more frequently than any other. If we 
can see and understand God as Father, as 
Jesus did, it shall suffice us and we too 
shall have the spirit of sonship whereby 
we cry, “Abba Father.” 


A Letter To The Editor 


(A well known elder of the Synod of the 
Potomac gives a testimony and an 
appeal) 

Dear Editor: 
The liquor interests of our country are 
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using all kinds of propaganda, trying to 
show the people that there is as much (if 
not more) drinking of intoxicating liquor 
done now as there was in the days of the 
“good old saloon.” I am writing to say 
that I spent three days in Harrisburg at 
the Farm Show and the Inauguration of 
Governor Pinchot, and I believe that I am 
safe in saying that the crowd of people 
in Harrisburg that week was as great if 
not greater than has ever been in that 
city at one time before. In all that vast 
throng of people, I did not personally see 
one intoxicated person nor could I detect 
the odor of liquor at any time. I could 
not help feeling that it was the greatest 
argument for the retention of the Vol- 
stead Act that could be found. I did not 
see the police make a single arrest. So 
far as I could discover, there was no 
brawling or contention of any kind. Men, 
women, and children mingled together just 
like a big family. You did not see women 
leading their drunken husbands or trying 
to persuade them to come home, nor did 
you see children erying over the debauch- 
ery of their fathers, as in the “good old 
saloon days.” 


I felt that every Church paper and pul- 
pit in our state should spread this good 
news. There is little use in trying to get 
it to our people through the daily papers, 
as so many of them are owned or con- 
trolled by the liquor interests. The Chris- 
tian people must get alive to the propa- 
ganda that is being used by the Wets and 
do all they can to counteract it. I am sure 
that if we would have had the “good old 
saloons” in Harrisburg during that week 
of the Farm Show and Inauguration, it 
would have taken a building as large as 


the Farm Buildings to¥ghouse all the 
Elder. 
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New proof of the correctness of Prof. 
Albert Einstein’s relativity theory is said 
to have been discovered by Dr. Georg 
Joos, professor of Theoretical Physics at 
Jena University. 

An industrial insurance and pension plan 
for the 45,000 employees of the Standard 
Oil Company of New York, to be admin- 
istered by the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company under terms which make it the 
largest transaction of its kind ever under- 
taken by a private corporation, has been 
announced by the company. 

Dr. Dumas Malone, associate of the late 
Dr. Allen Johnson, will succeed him in 
editorship of the Dictionary of American 
Biography. Dr. Johnson was killed re- 
cently in Washington by an automobile. 

The United States has accepted the invi- 
tation of the League of Nations to be rep- 
resented on the committee the League has 
appointed to consider how best to assist 
the Liberian Government in putting into 
effect the recommendations of the inter- 


national commission which investigated 
slavery conditions in Liberia last year. 

The Irish International Exhibition in 
Cork in 1932 is to be postponed because 
of the economic depression in Europe. 

The funeral service for Lady Decies, the 
former Helen Vivien Gould, of New York, 
was held in London Feb. 5. She was a 
grand-daughter of Jay Gould and her mar- 
riage to the distinguished Irish Peer was 
a brilliant social event of 1911. 

The will of Nathan Straus, philan- 
thropist and dean of American Jewry, 
shows a comparatively small estate, about 
$1,000,000. This is in accordance with his 
principles. Mr. Straus had given away the 
bulk of his fortune before his death on 
Jan. 11. Except for $100,000 bequeathed 
to his employees, the entire estate is di- 
vided among his three children. 

A royal decree published Feb. 4 orders 
every university in Spain closed for a 
month. On account of recent student dis- 
orders this decree will have the effect of 


a2 REFORMED 


GVA WRC. 


MESS EWC WR 


FEBRUARY 19, 1931 


EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary. of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Hastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 


REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


@ffers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, including thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
ium and Complete Athletic Field. 


A eoNlege whose educational policy rests 
on a sound eultural basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 


For Catalogue address: 


HENRY H. APPLE, D. D., LL. D., 
President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 
GeorcE L. OmwakeE, LL. D., President 


Offers instruction providing a liberal 
education and special preparation for the 
ministry, religious education, law, public 
service, medicine, teaching, physical 
education, social service and business. 
Expenses held to a minimum. Freshman 
class limited to 200. Members of the 
Reformed Church advised to enroll early. 


For information address 
FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 


‘f' to the President 
Collegevill Pennsylvania 
The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D. D., 8. T. D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


~ Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 


Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 

For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 


disbanding the students until after the 
elections on March 1. 

A plague threatens Napier, New Zea- 
land, atter the quake of Feb. 3. The town 
has been ordered evacuated. The number 
of dead is said to exceed 1,000. Fresh 
have swelled the destruetion, in- 
volving five towns. 

Although George Otis Smith, of Maine, 
is chairman of the Federal Power Commis- 
sion and President Hoover refuses to re- 
turn his previous confirmation to the Sen- 
ate, the Democratic-Insurgent coalition, by 
a vote of 40 to 33 Feb. 4 refused to con- 
firm Mr. Smith for his office. 

Captain Malcolm Campbell, British rae- 
ing driver, who twice before had held the 
world’s land speed record, Feb. 5 estab- 
lished at Daytona Beach, Fla., a new mark 
of 245.733 miles an hour. 

Steps are to be undertaken toward the 
construction of the St. Lawrence waterway 
which will provide a canal for ocean-going 
ships from the Great Lakes to the Atlantic. 

Cuba has the lowest infant mortality 
rate of any country in the world, its 
former 15% rate having been reduced to 
less than 1% in the last twelve months, 
according to a government announcement. 
Purification of the water supplies, strict 
inspection of milk dealers and other sani- 
tary measures were said to have been re- 
sponsible for the record. 

A bill for the creation of a Charles A. 
Lindbergh State Park at the flier’s boy- 
hood home, Little Falls, Minn., has been 
passed by the State Senate. Land, ineclud- 
ing 93 acres, mostly wooded, will be deed- 
ed to the State by the heirs of the late 
Representative Lindbergh, 

President Hoover has ordered changes in 
tariff rates on recommendation of the new 
tariff board. Four rates are reduced. These 
are wood flour, pigskin leather, straw hats 
and maple sugar and syrup. The rate on 
wire fencing has been raised. 

An agreement acceptable to both Presi- 
dent Hoover and Democratic and insurgent 
Republican Senators, ending the deadlock 
over relief legislation and accepted as 
practically averting an extra session of 
Congress, was reached Feb. 6. By the 
terms of this compromise the Senate will 
give up its insistence on the Appropriation 
of $25,000,000 for food for sufferers in the 
drought areas and for the unemployed, now 
attached to the Interior Department bill, 
and accept an appropriation of $20,000,000 
to be added to the $45,000,000 already al- 
lotted for loans to farmers in the drought 
areas, 

Pundit Motilal Nehru, president of the 
All-India National Congress and one of the 
most prominent leaders in the Gandhi’s 
campaign of civil disobedience, died Feb. 
6 at Lucknow, India. 

Amelia Earhart, America’s most famous 
aviatrix, and George Palmer Putnam, pub- 
lisher, author and explorer, were married 
at Noank, Comn., Feb. 7. 

Bishop James Cannon, Jr., was com- 
pletely exonerated Feb. 7 by a board of 
12 ministers of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, of all charges affecting his 
clerical and private life made by four 
elders of the Church. 


Senator Tommaso Tittoni, Foreign Min- 
ister in four Italian Cabinets, and Presi- 
dent of the Senate and finally President of 
the Italian Academy, died Feb. 7 at Rome. 


More than 2,500,000 persons flew in 
planes operated by fixed base service com- 
panies engaged in charter or short-flight 
business during 1930, according to figures 
made public recently by the Aeronautical 
Chamber of Commerce of America. 


Thousands of letters of tribute to Rear 
Admiral Richard E. Byrd written by school 
children in all parts of the country will be 
presented to the explorer when he is the 
guest of the Department of Superintend- 
ence of the National Education Association 
at its annual meeting in Detroit, Feb. 23. 


The Boy Scouts of America celebrated 
their 21st anniversary Feb. 8 with observ- 
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College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 
Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 


an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
minimum expense. 


During the College year 1929-30 Heidelberg had 
sixteen debates with other colleges and won ten 


of them; one hundred and twenty-four debates im © 


twenty-three years—eighty-nine victories and thirty- 
five defeats. 


For free catalogue write to 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


ances throughout the nation and in many 
distant lands. President Hoover, honorary 
president of the organization, sent a greet- 
ing and message. 

Secretary Adams of the Navy announe- 
ed that the court-martial of Major Gen. 
Smedley D. Butler of the Marine Corps, 
set to begin at Philadelphia Feb. 16, had 
been canceled and the Butler-Mussolini 
incident had been disposed of by the Ad- 
ministration by a public reprimand to the 
General. 

Will Rogers, the humorist, raised $172,- 
000 for drought aid; his Oklahoma tou 
netted his native state $90,000. 

The Earl of Bessborough, a commanding 


— 
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figure in the British business world, has 
been appointed Governor General of 
Canada in succession to Harl Willinedon, 
the new Viceroy of India. 


A prehistoric civilization, hitherto un- 
known, has recently been revealed by exea- 
vations at El Medai, a suburb of Cairo, by 


Prof. Mustapha Emer of the Egyptian 
University. 
George Eastman, the Kodak manufac- 


turer, was honored Feb. 9 at a dinner in 
New York City by the Society of the 
Genesee. President Hoover, Coolidge, Mus- 
solini, Oritiz Rubio, Pershing and others 
joined in tribute to the philanthropist. 
France and Sweden bestowed new cita- 
tions upon the inventor, whose benefac- 
tions have been between $75,000,000 and 
$100,000,000. 

In order to safeguard the Taft art col- 
lection, which now becomes the property 
of the City of Cincinnati under the diree- 
tion of the Institute of Fine Arts, an addi- 
tional $1,000,000 is provided in the will 
of Mrs. Charles P. Taft, widow of the pub- 
lisher of the “Times-Star.” Mrs. Taft 
leaves an estate of $8,000,000. 

The old constitution has been restored 
in Spain. King Alfonso has proclaimed 
freedom of press and speech and ealling 
election for the Chamber of Deputies on 
March 1, and for the Senate on March 15. 


The struggle between Republicans and 
Monarchists is held most serious since 
1876. The decree says the King will pre- 


side at the opening of Parliament on 
March 25. Dictatorship in Spain is at an 
end. She has been under dictatorship rule 
for the past 7 years. 


ONE BOOK A WEEK 


(Continued from page 2) 


secret of his power. One cannot imagine 
the scenes happening today that were com- 
mon everywhere he spoke. Was it because 
the preacher was so eloquent? Or was it 
that he was possessed of the Holy Spirit? 
Or was it the gospel that he preached? Or 
was it that people were more susceptible 
to religion in those days? Or was it a 
sort of hypnotic power in the preacher? 
Or was it that people had fewer channels 
of emotional expression than they have 
today? Would the same scenes happen to- 
day if another Whitefield or Wesley came? 
After stirring England to the depths we 
find him off for America for a second visit 
—his great fame having preceded him— 
and this time he visited New England. We 
find him preaching to 15,000 people on the 
Boston Common. “The Holy Spirit melted 
many hearts.” He visited many towns in 
New England and everywhere the people 
yielded themselves to God. 

Part three is the story of the great re- 
vival that swept England under the preach- 
ing of Whitefield and the Wesleys. White- 
field had returned to take part in it. He 
soon found himself in Scotland, and every- 
where he went the crowds, sometimes num- 
bering thirty thousand, hung upon his 
words. A big tabernacle, “Moorfield’s,” was 
built for him in London, and to that he 
would frequently return during the rest of 
his ministry, and it was always packed to 
the doors. Many members of the nobility 
began to frequent the tabernacle, attract- 
ed by his fervent preaching. A movement 
had begun in Wales and he was sent for, 
His diary is a record of preaching to thou- 
sands daily, with hundreds of conversions, 
Here he helped to found the sect of Cal- 
vinistic Methodists. The famous Countess 
of Huntington became attracted to him and 
lent her powerful aid in all his work. In 
London he founded the Tottenham Court 
Road Chapel, which still exists, the author 
of this book being its present pastor. There 
were occasional visits to America and on 
the seventh visit he passed away in New- 
buryport, Mass., and his body now rests 
under the pulpit of the Congregational 
Church of that city. A movement has been 
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Easter Pageantry 


BEHOLD, 
‘ By Herman von Berge. 
The choir opens with an anthem. An 


and choir follows. 


dispersed and crushed 
Master and their own 
vainly seek to comfort him. 


disciples on the 
faithlessness. 
After a 


HE 


LIVETH 
Musie by E. S. Lorenz. 
invocation and an opening song by school 


: ( The reading of the Haster Scripture lesson is then made the oceasion 
of an impressive exercise by Juniors and Intermediates. 
platform 
Peter 
“Mourners’ 


The opening scene finds the 


sorrowing over the death of their 
eannot forgive himself his denial. Others 
March” and a quartet “Sleep Thou in 


Peace’ a group of priests and elders discuss their seeming triumph but are put to rout 


by an accusing chorus of children who sing “What Did You Do with Jesus?” 


morning dawns. 


A choir anthem announces the 


report in a duet that they have seen Him. 
risen Saviour bring about the final climax. 


per dozen. 


Easter 


Women come on platform and sing ‘‘Who Shall Roll the Stone Away?” 
resurrection, 
recitation reveals that he has seen the Lord and is forgiven. 


The women tell the story. Peter in a 


The two Emmaus disciples 


Primary and Junior processionals hailing the 
[ An anthem by the Senior and Junior choirs 
and the benediction by the pastor close the cantata-pageant. 


Price 35e per copy; $3.78 


THE GLORY OF THE CROSS 


tion. 
of the Chureh are used for 
the climax is reached in the words 
comparatively short, although it 
hymns with new lyrics are used. 


procession 


may be 


This pageant emphasizes the meaning of the Cross of Christ, and of the Resurrec- 
The costuming, if any is used, is very simple, but 
and 
“Galilean, thou 
extended to fill 
Price, 30e the copy; $3.00 per dozen. 


highly effective. 
A great lesson is taught, and 
conquered.” This pageant is 
an entire service. Familiar 


) The aisles 
recession. 
hast 


I AM THE RESURRECTION 


An Easter Pageant by Phoebe Whittier. 


Incidental musie by I. H. Meredith. This 


pageant portrays with great dramatic fervor the Resurrection story, using the raising 
of Jairus’ daughter as one incident and culmination in the glorious resurrection of our 


Lord and Master, Jesus Christ. 
found impression. Prices: 


: Deeply reverent in treatment and sure to make a pro- 
Single copy, 35c; 


15 or more copies, 25¢ each. 


GOD’S CANDLE 


A new pageant. 
pressive. 


in the Church aisles 


30c the copy; $3.00 per dozen, 


This pageant though very easy to render is spectacular and im- 
It is suitable for the Chureh platform on Easter Sunday. 
are of highest character. 
always in keeping with the spirit of the resurrection. 
lighting and the closing tableaux is a climax long to be remembered. 
music is familiar and the lyrics are in keeping with the spirit of the pageant, 


The processions 
The platform action and dialogue is 
This pageant is one of candle 
The incidental 
Price, 


JOY GREETS THE DAWNING 


Pageant for entire Sunday School. 


Price, 30c per copy; $3.00 per dozen, postpaid. 


A LEGEND OF SAINT JOHN 


A Drama of the Cross, by Lyman R. Bayard. 


for Lent, Good Friday, or 
Faster drama. 
prise the Christian Church of Pergamos. 
a men’s class, 
more copies, 45¢ per copy. 


in preparation of Haster. It is 
There are fifteen named characters. 


For any time; especially valuable 
also appropriate as an 
As many others as desired com- 


This play could be splendidly performed by 
as most of the characters are young men. 


Price, 5c per copy; 20 or 


INTO GALILEE 


By Lyman R. Bayard. 


A one-act play depicting the wild-fire spread throughout 


Palestine of the news of the crucifixion of Jesus, followed almost immediately by the 


glorious tidings of His resurrection. 
copies, 30c per copy. 


Eight characters. 


Price, 35c per copy; 8 or more 


THE CROSS OF LIGHT 


An Easter Pageant with familiar music. 


effective pageant, but not difficult. 
and Sunday School presentation. 


By Mattie B. Shannon. <A dramatic and 


May be very acceptably given as a combined choir 
Very ‘little memory 
Sayiour’s victory over death and his gift of life believing men. 
which contains the theme of a lighted cross. 


work. It tells the story of a 
A story for Baster 


Through the power of the Risen Christ, 


the Cross of Calvary has in truth become A CROSS OF LIGHT, with rays of Love, 


Faith, Hope, Joy, Peace, Truth, Life and Service. 


postpaid. 


Prices, 30c per cot}; $3.00 dozen., 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
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1505 RACE STREET 


set on foot to have that Church relinquish 
the sacred ashes that they may be placed 
in Westminster Abbey as their final rest- 
ing place, At the time of his burial John 
Wesley preached his funeral sermon to a 
is one of 
Wesley’s most moving sermons. 


The author devotes the last five chap- 
ters of the book—Part IV.—to an estimate 
of Whitefield and his influence upon so- 
ciety, theology, morals, psychology and the 
new social consciousness—a consciousness 
that has come into being since his day. 
Mr. Belden quotes the historian, John 
Richard Green, as follows: “Whitefield, a 
servitor of Pembroke, was, above all, the 
preacher of the Revival. . . . Whitefield’s 
preaching was such as England had never 
heard before, theatrical, extravagant, of- 
ten commonplace, but hushing all criti- 
cism by its intense reality, its earnestness 
of belief, its deep, tremulous sympathy 
with the sin and sorrow of mankind. It 
was no common enthusiast who could wring 
gold out of the close-fisted Franklin, and 
admiration from the fastidious Walpole or 
look down from the top of a green knoll at 
Kingswood on twenty thousand colliers, 


grimy from the Bostol coalpits, and see 
as he preached, the tears ‘making white 
channels down their blackened cheeks’.”’ 


Frederick Lynch. 


AN IMPORTANT WORLD 
CONFERENCE 


A World Conference on Stewardship and 
Church Finance is to be held in the his- 
torie Old Assembly Hall, Edinburgh, June 
22nd to 26th, this year. This is the second 
gathering convened by the International 
Association for Church Finance and Organ- 
ization, which came into existence soon 
after the end of the war, primarily as the 
result of a study of the question carried 
out by a group of business men in the 
West of Scotland, and also with a good 
deal of assistance from America. During 
the past few days a London Committee in 
connection with the Conference has been 
formed, the Secretary of which is Mr. 
Stanley Sowton, Assistant Treasurer of 
the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Soci- 
ety. Lord Sands is President and the 
Earl of Home is Chairman of the Associa- 
tion, which is made up of representatives 
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of the English and Scottish Churches, both 
Established and Free, the Churches of the 
Dominions and America, and many of the 
Continental Protestant bodies. Unlike the 
previous Conference, held in Glasgow in 
1928, which was mainly concerned with 
methods of finance, it will be principles 
which next June will chiefly engage atten- 
tion. “A Call for a Higher Ideal of Ser- 
vice,” will be the opening subject dealt 
with by Dr. John White of Glasgow. Oth- 
ers who will be taking part, so far as ar- 
ranged at present, include Dr. Donald Fra- 
ser of the Church of Scotland Foreign 
Missions Committee, Dr. Adolf Keller of 
Geneva, Dr. David MeConaughy of the 
American Presbyterian Church, the Earl 
of Elgin, Lord Polwarth, Mr. John B, 
Gotts on (“Giving as Worship”), and on 
the subjects of “The Christian Philosophy 
of Wealth,” Dr. Archibald Chisholm and, 
probably, a member of the Society of 
Friends. 
H. W. Peet. 


A CALL TO PRAISE 


(A Responsive Reading prepared for the 
Worship Service of the First Congrega- 
tional Church, Sandusky, O., Jan. 18, by 
the pastor, the Rev. Joseph H. Stein.) 
Minister: For the poetry of spring, for the 

pageantry of summer, for the soft into- 

nations of autumn, for the austere ma- 
jesty of winter; 

People: We lift up thankful hearts. 

Minister: For the unsung dreamers in every 
land and age, whose undying faith has 
woven a fadeless tapestry of hope where- 
in we behold the pattern of a better 
world to be; 

People: We lift up thankful hearts. 

Minister: For the sustaining strength of 
those near and dear, whose understand- 
ing love brings serenity and peace to 
our restless souls, and assures us that 
our lives have value for others; 

People: We lift up thankful hearts. 

Minister: For the enchantment of wonder, 
the allurement of mystery, the appeal of 
beauty, the challenge of goodness, the 
sacrificial strength of love; 

People: We lift up thankful hearts. 

Minister: For the sacrament of work 
through which we have fellowship with 
an unending creation that maketh all 
thing new; 

People: We lift up thankful hearts. 


Minister: For sg unbought privileges of 
life in a VW wherein human souls may 
attain an (jrnal worth, and where great 


dreams come true; 
People: We lift up thankful hearts. 
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SAVILLION S. BACHMAN 


Shenkel Church lost through death one of 
its most active and prominent members, 
Savillion S. Bachman, who was born Feb. 
14, 1857, and died Jan. 18, 1931. 

Mr. Bachman, a highly esteemed and 
life long resident of Shenkel, Chester Co., 
Pa., was the son of Lewis and Rebecca 
(Strunk) Bachman. In Feb., 1891, he mar- 
ried Margaret (nee Root), "Who survives 
him. He was an active member of Shenkel 
Church for 43 years, and a member of the 
Consistory, of which he was secretary, for 
40 years. Served as Church organist for 
29 years, was Sunday School supt. for a 
number of years, also Church sexton and 
caretaker. He was elected elder to repre- 
sent the charge at Classis, About a month 
previous to his death he was elected elder 
emeritus by the congregation, The funeral 
services were conducted by his pastor, Rev. 
L. ©. Gobrecht. The services were held 
in Shenkel Church. It was one of the 
largest funerals held in Chester County for 
some years. 
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CHURCH EQUIPMENT SERVICE 
What It Does for Our Readers 


OR some time many of our readers 
Fr itave followed with interest a series 
of monthly articles in our ‘Church 

Equipment Service” column. These in- 
formal and informative articles are 
usually on subjects of known interest, 
as evidenced by the many letters asking 
for information. : 

We have been striving to keep our 
readers informed on up-to-date methods 
and equipment that will make better 
churches and Sunday-schools. A great 
number of responses to our offer of 
assistance, which closes each article, is 
convineing proof that this is a worthy 
department and of benefit to many of 
our readers. 

Quite frequently letters are received 
asking about some article that even a 
search through our back issues fails to 
reveal, and so we are obliged to ask 
some manufacturer to furnish the infor- 
mation. Numbers of inquiries asking for 
information on certain articles not ad- 
vertised in our columns are forwarded 
directly to several different reliable man- 
ufacturers requesting that descriptive 
literature and price list be sent to our 
subscribers, who in this way get the ben- 
efit of direct comparison between the 
products of several makers. This alone 
is an advantage to the prospective pur- 
chaser who can better make his selection 
by comparison and elimination. 

It is to be understood that merely re- 
ceiving catalogues or literature, or even 
a personal call, does not place one under 
obligation. A number of firms offer 
churches planning extensive alterations 
the benefit of their advisory service to- 
gether with the drawing up of outlines 
or specifictaions at a moderate charge, or 
in many cases without charge. This 
would apply to a Church considering an 


entirely new and modern lighting or 
heating system. Here are a few illus- 
trations of the kind of inquiries we are 
constantly receiving; many Sunday-school 
superintendents and teachers ask for in- 
formation on stereopticon and slides for 
visual education purposes. Many indi- 
viduals and committees have inquired 
about partitions for Sunday-school class- 
rooms, church bulletin boards, and other 
equipment such as folding chairs or 
blackboards, maps, attendance devices, 
Bible pictures, and numerous other 
articles. 

Various individuals and chureh groups 
are desirous of presenting some gift to 
their church. In these cases we have 
suggested new hymn books, a Communion 
service, new cushions, a church acousti- 
con to enable deaf members of the con- 
gregation to enjoy the service as well 
as others more fortunate, a new set of 
chimes for the belfry, or even a bell 
where the church lacks one. Suggestions 
for memorials are often requested and we 
usually mention a bronze tablet or a 
stained glass window, a Communion table 
or baptismal font. 

The chairmen of building committees 
and trustees of churches very often write 
asking for information on heating the 
church with oil burners, automatic coal 
stokers, or gas heaters. 
inquiries on church lighting in which 
many changes have been made during 
the past few years. 

We are glad to render any service that 
will be of benefit to both our readers and 
advertisers and stand ready to help you 
in any way possible if you will continue 
to direct your inquiries to Church Equip- 
ment Service, THE REFORMED CHURCH 
MESSENGER, 1505 Race St., Philadelphia. 
Penna. 


MRS. ADELINE BONNER GARBER 


Christ Church, Roaring Springs, Pa., 
suffered a deep loss in the death of one of 
its oldest and most beloved members, Mrs. 
Adeline Bonner Garber, who passed to. her 
well deserved rest on Jan. 16, at 11.30 
P. M. Death was due to complications 
incident to advanced age. She was born 
near Smithburg, Md., July 5, 1846, the 
daughter of Alexander and Mary Bonner. 
At the age of 9 years she moved to Loys- 
burg, Pa., with her parents, and at the 
age of 16 came to Roaring Spring, where 
she resided ever since. She was privileged 
to live in her new home at 531 New St. 
only a few months. In 1869, Adeline Bon- 
ner was united in marriage to John J. 
Garber, who was for many years super- 
intendent of the D. M. Bare Paper Mill, 
and who preceded her in death by a few 
years. To this marriage were born 8 chil- 
dren, all of whom survive: Mrs. Ella Hart- 
man, Altoona; Silas H., Lewis F., James 
E., Leo A., William i Erastus B., and 
Maggie, all ‘of Roaring Spring. Several of 
the sons hold responsible and influential 
positions in the business life of Roaring 
Spring. 


Mrs. Garber was a lifelong member of 
the Reformed Church, and was devoted to 
it. Her husband was a member of the 
Roman Catholie Chureh. Four of her chil- 
dren belong to the Reformed Church, three 
to the Methodist Church, and one to the 
Lutheran Chureh. The family thus typi- 
fies Christian unity in itself. 


The funeral was held in the Reformed 
Church Jan. 19, at 2 P. M., in charge of 
the pastor, the Rev. C. Earl Gardner. The 
Rev. George S. Womer, pastor of Trinity 
M. E. Church, offered prayer. The Rev. 
Clarence E. Naugle, pastor of St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Church, read an appropriate 
poem. The pastor made a brief funeral 


Church Decorator, Fresco-Painting and Decorating 


MURAL PAINTINGS A SPECIALTY 
Sketches Submiited on Application 
H. P. BERGER : : Lebanon, Pa- 


MENEELY BELL CO. 


TROY, N. Y. and 
220 Broadway, N. Y. City 


BELLS 


DEAGAN 
TOWER CHIMES 


Played from keyboard, direct from 

organ console or automatically. Price, — 

$4375 and up. Literature on request. 
J.C. Deagan, Inc., 108 Deagan Bldg., Chicago 
MUGS SO 


in Greenlawn 


address. Interment was 
Cemetery, Roaring Spring. 

Mother Garber, as she was spoken of 
by most of those who knew her, was a 
very faithful attendant at Church and was 
present just two weeks before she died. 
One could always expect a cheery aaa 
from her, as she was greeted at the 
She gave of her means, was devout in 
Christianity, a woman of spotless and | 
emplary character. The children all = 
reason to be grateful for her long and 
ful life of more than 86 years, ~~ 
C. BiG 


We also have. 


